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The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, i. 


General Secretary, REV. VICTOR BUKSBAZEN, B.D. 


HAVE YOU BEEN BLESSED? 
Of Course You Mave! 


T THIS Christmas season, as we commemorate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, we realize with a 
profound sense of gratitude how wonderfully God has fulfilled His promise to Abraham: “And in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 


With thankful hearts to God for Christ, “The Seed of Abraham” in whom we have so abundantly 
been blessed, we remember His brethren THE JEWS. Thousands of Jewish REFUGEES are in dire need 
of food, clothing, shelter, and above all else in need of Jesus Christ their Messiah. THE CALLS ON OUR 
FUNDS ARE OVERWHELMING. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC., has been a blessing to 
countless Jews and Hebrew Christians in these tragic days. A grateful refugee writes to us: 


“This week I have received the fine winter coat. Many, many thanks. I cannot express 
the great joy you have given me in sending this garment besides all the other clothing you have 
provided for me and others in our group. It is indeed true that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive. May God grant that I may regain my health and be able to repay to others the loving- 
kindness which I, a homeless refugee, have received from strangers. 


A refugee doctor whom we have helped writes to us: 


“My dear sir: Thank you for sending me the three books, namely, “The Hebrew New Testa- 
ment,’’ ‘The New Testament and Psalms in Polish,’ and ‘The Gospel of St. John in Yiddish.’ May 
God grant you the joy which these books have brought to me, a joy which will not pass away. 
—Dr. N. P.” 


A third refugee writes to use 


“I have today received your parcel, and find no words to express my thanks. May the 
Lord repay you for all your kindness and sympathy. Our group is eagerly looking forward to 
your next visit. Oh, how we all enjoyed your Gospel meeting! Long after you left there was much 
discussion about it. Thank you for the uplift and encouragement you have given me. God bless 
you and your friends.” 


Remembering the most precious gift of. God, the Babe of Bethlehem, we appeal to all Friends of 
Israel to share their joy and their blessings with the people of Israel through whom Christ came. 


We Need Your Prayers—We Need Your Sympathy — We Need Your Support 


This is the time and God-given opportunity to show your Christian love to the despoiled people 
of Israel. é 


, 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. Treasurer for Canada: 


Rev. Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D., Treasurer Rev. P. S$, Dobson, M.4., D.D., Principal Alma College 
728-S Witherspoon Building . . Philadelphia 7, Pa. St. Themas . = . . - - Ontario, Canada 
. 


. SPONSORING COMMITTEE 
Archer E. Anderson, D.D. Victor Buksbazen, B.D. Will H. Houghton, D.D. Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 


George W. Arms, D.D. Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. Philip E. Howard, LL.D. Howard J. Miekley 
Louis S. Bauman, D.D. Northcote Deck, M.B., Ch.M. T. Christie Innes, M.A. T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Lorne H. Belden é Walter D. Ferguson, Ph.D. Harry A. Ironside, D.D. Walter T. Riemann 
Philip A. Benson G. Allan Fleece, D.D. Albert Sidney Johnsun, D.D, Harry Rimmer, D.D. 
Paul L. Berman Richard.Orme Flinn, D.D. Nye G, Langmade, D.D. Stewart R. Sheriff. D.D. 
Herbert W. Bieber, D.D. Graham Gilmer, D.D. Clarence E. Macartney, D.D. Wilbur, M. Smith, D.D. 
O. B. Bottorff Edward J. Griffiths Walter E. McClure, D.D. Joseph M. Steele 
Joseph Taylor Britan, D.D. Norman B. Harrison, D.D. John H. McComb, D.D. Andrew Telford, D.D. 


Our Quarterly Record, “Israel My Glory,” Ask for the thrilling pamphlet just pub- 
is sent to all contributors and | lished, “Come, Let Us Visit the 
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Lesson for December 24 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—The Ground of Universal Joy. 
Luke 2:8-12; Hebrews 1:1-4; 1 John 1:1-4, 
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Advertising brings new things to the 
reader’s attention and teaches him how 
to use them. Yop will find in the 
weekly advertising columns of The Sun- 
day School Times many helpful hints 
that may save you hours of time and 
trouble. 




















The Christmas Message 
By Annie E. Hitt 


EACE on earth — Thy will, O God, 
For all the human race, 
Good will to men— Thy plan, O God, 
And still Thy plan through grace. 
Peace on earth, despite the ravage 
Of the sin-cursed law of greed; 
Peace on earth, despite the justice 
Of the penalty decreed. 


Peace on earth, Thy purpose ever, 
From creation’s dawn ’til now; 

Thy will delayed — defeated never, 
Peace shall reign when nations bow, 


When hearts of men and homes and 
nations 
Acknowledge God’s appointed King, 
And when the throne by force is taken, 
The age of righteousness to bring. 


He is coming, God’s Anointed, 
He who paid the pricé of peace 
For'every heart and home and nation, 
Coming, coming to release; 


He is coming and God’s timepiece 
Slowly, surely turns until 
Through Christ shall come the promised 
blessing — 
“Peace on earth to men good will.” 


(2 Pet. 1:4). 
i 


The Need for Prayer in 
Preparing to Preach 


Which is more important in prepar- 
ing to preach: prayer or study? Both 
are necessary, for we can neither preach 
nor pray as we ought without a knowl- 
edge of the Bible. But it is interesting 
to find the opinion of a learned and 
godly man who was well known in Scot- 
tish church history. George Gillespie 
was licensed to preach the Gospel 
some time prior to 1638 and in 1642 was 
appointed minister of one of the 
churches in Edinburgh. “Gillespie pos- 
sessed talents of the highest order,” 
wrote Andrew Bonar; “and so much 
were these appreciated that, young as 
he was, he was one of the four ministers 
sent as commissioners from the Church 
of Scotland to the Westminster Assem- 
bly in 1643. There he attracted general 
notice, by the cogency of argument, and 
the rare learning which he showed in 
pleading the cause of Presbytery and 
opposing Erastianism. At one of the 
meetings of that Assembly, when the 
learned Selden had delivered a long and 
an elaborate discourse in favour of Eras- 
tianism, to which none seemed prepared 
to reply, Gillespie, who was still a young 
man, was observed to be writing. \ A 
venerable friend went to his chair, and 


% 


- The Christmas 


O FIND the Christmas story we 
turn to Matthew and to Luke, 
Matthew for Joseph’s side of the 
story, Luke for Mary’s; Matthew for the 
story of Herod and the Magi, Luke for 
the stories of the shepherds, and of 
Anna and Simeon. Weaving all to- 
gether we get the full Christmas story. 
John’s Gospel says not a word about 
the circumstances of the birth of our 
Lord, yet that Gospel holds the short- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious prom- 
ises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature” 




















asked if he had taken notes, but found 
that he had written nothing except these 
words, frequently repeated, ‘Give light, 
Lord.’ His friend urged him to answer. 
Gillespie at last rose, and in an extem- 
pore speech refuted Selden with a power 
of reasoning and an amount.of learning 
which excited the admiration of all 
present. Selden himself is said to have 
observed, after hearing his reply, ‘That 
young man, by a single speech, has 
swept away the labour and learning of 
ten years of my life!’ ...To two min- 
isters, who asked what advice he had 
to give them, he [Gillespie] answered: 
‘I have little experience of the minis- 
try, having been in it only nine years; 
but I can say that I have got more as- 
sistance in the work of preaching from 
prayer than study; and much more help 
from the assistance of the Spirit than 
from books.” Such advice is especially 
significant, coming as it did from one 
who was known as “an indefatigable 
student” and whose learning com- 
manded the respect of his contempo- 
raries. It is an urgent call, from long 
ago, to more prayer on the part of all 
who proclaim the Word today, and a 
witness to the truth that success in God’s 
work is “not by might, nor by power, 
but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” 


Gift Supreme 


est, simplest, sweetest, grandest state- 
ment of the coming of Christ to be found 
in the whole Bible. It is the great 
Golden Text of the Bible: “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). 


Here our Lord, in His coming to dwell 
among men, is viewed as the gift of God. 
In the next chapter of John the same 
idea occurs where Christ says to the 
woman at the well, “If thou knewest 
the gift of God .. . thou wouldest have 
asked of him, and he would have given 
thee living water” (John 4:10). Here 
our Lord speaks of Himself as God’s 
great gift to men. 


This. same idea, that Christ is God’s 


supreme gift to us appears in Paul’s 
Second Epistle to the Corinthians. He 
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is writing them about the collection be- 
ing taken in their midst for the im- 
poverished Christians at Jerusalem to 
whom the Gentile churches were send- 
ing their gifts of relief. Then, suddenly, 
from the thought of their gifts Paul 
rises to the thought of God’s gift of gifts, 
and exclaims, “Thanks be unto God for 
his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). The 
gifts of men to men suggest to Paul 
the supreme gift of God to men, God’s 
giving of His Son. 

Let the gift giving of the Christmas 
season do the same for us. Our Christ- 
mas giving is inspired by the best gift 
that ever was made, God’s gift of His 
Son to save a lost world. That is the 
Christmas gift supreme, the gift of gifts, 
God’s unspeakable, indescribably pre- 
cious gift to men. 

Think of the richness of it. God is the 
giver of every good and perfect gift, 
but all His gifts pale against the splen- 
dor and beauty of Christ, His most 
costly gift. God’s “unspeakable gift” is 
He. In Him is such wonder, such rich- 
ness as never can be fully described. 

But the value of this supreme gift of 
God to men may be appreciated in the 
light of its effects. Just think what it 
would have meant had Christ not come. 
That is always a fitting theme for some 
quiet meditation at Christmas time. 
Perhaps the simplest way to get into 
the theme is just to compare our lot 
with that of such as are born amid the 
darkness, the cruelty, the superstition, 
and the degradation of heathenism. Or 
just try to imagine what life would be- 
come for us coyld everything Christian 
be suddenly snatched away from us; our 
Bible, the Christian church, all Christian 
influence on our laws and customs, on 
our literature and our life. Let all these 
be suddenly taken from us, and let us 
be left with no message of pardon for 
sinners, no living Christ to walk with 
us amid life’s trials, no hope of the 
heavenly Home to cheer us in the valley 
of death. Had Christ not been given 
us by the Father, how much we should 
lack! How then ought we to appre- 
ciate the richness of God’s gift in giv- 
ing His only begotten Son as our 
Saviour. 

Then think of the reason for the gift. 
Why did God give Christ to the world? 
“God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ God so loved 
that He gave Christ to us. Man was 
so imperiled through sin that God gave 
Christ to be the Saviour from sin. Be- 
hind the gift of Christ lay God’s love 
and man’s need. 

God so loved the world. It does not 
say he liked the world of sinful men, 
that He was pleased with that world. He 
must have found much about such a 
world that displeased Him, much that 
He disliked. But you can love people 
who are not pleasing, people you may 
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not like. Loving people is different 
from liking them. It does not neces- 
sarily mean that we like a person be- 
cause we love him. It does mean that 
we take an attitude of good will to that 
person, however unpleasing he may be 
to us. The missionary dislikes much 
that he sees in the people to whom he 
goes. But he so loves them, has such 
a good will toward them that he goes 
to them with the Gospel, and puts up 
with much that may be distasteful in 
them to give them Christ. 

So God disliked much He saw in man, 
yet so loved us, had such good will 
toward us that He gave His best, gave 
His Son for our salvation. 

Let us never forget that God gave 
Christ. Sometimes it seems to be for- 
gotten and people get their theology 
out of balance so that the impression 
left is that Christ is man’s friend but 
God his enemy. It is true that Christ 
gave Himself a sacrifice for our sins. 
But God gave Christ. Redemption is 
not from Christ alone, but from the 
whole Triune God. Never make the 
mistake of setting the merciful Christ 
against the just Father. as though they 
were not one in loving a lost world and 
working for its redemption. God is just, 
and Calvary is the place where we see 
Him both as just and yet able to justify 
the ungodly, but behind both His jus- 
tice and His mercy is His love, and that 
love shines brightest in the Father’s giv- 
ing of the Son to be the Saviour of the 
world. 

“That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish.” So then, without 
Christ men perish. That is clear enough 
in the present life. It must be so in 
human life in any stage, and in-any 
realm, here or hereafter, that men per- 
ish without Christ. That is the inevita- 
ble result of sin, for sin is destructive 
and its destructive power can be over- 
come only through Christ. Dr. E. V. 
Pierce has said: “Man’s fall, when he 
sinned, was not to the ground, from 
whence he could pick himself up, but 
over the precipice of self-will into the 
space of self-dependence. There is 
nothing in man to stop sin once it 
started.” So if man is not to perish 
through his fall over the precipice of 
self-will, God must intervene. And He 
has. He gave Christ to rescue men from 
sin and its consequences. That is the 
Gospel, and it is a great message for all 
who know themselves to be sinners in 
peril of perishing. 

But to find such people seems a hard 
thing. It was always hard, and seems 
harder today than ever. Paul J. Loizeau 
said: “Oh, how hard it is to find sin- 
ners! If only I could find one, I have 
a marvelous message for him.” Of 
course, he meant sinners who know 
themselves to be sinners, and such sin- 
ners that there is no hope for them 
but in the Saviour. To be a sinner is 
one thing. To know it is another. But 
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whether we know it or not, God knows 
our sinnership, and knows if we go on 
without His saving help we must per- 
ish. But to deliver us from perishing 
He gave us His Son. That is the two- 
fold reason then for this gift of gifts, 
God’s great love and man’s great need. 

And now a word about the reception 
of the gift. A gift is of no value to 
him to whom it is offered until it is 
received. It is not enough to know that 
Christ is God’s great gift to us. Ac- 
ceptance of Him as Saviour is needed 
to enjoy the benefit of God’s gift. “He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life” 
(1 John 5:12). So to have life we must 
have Christ, and to have Christ we must 
receive Him. Have we done so? ~ 

The tragedy of many lives is that they 
never take Christ, God’s choicest gift. 
Of old “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not” (John 1:11). 
The same thing is happening still. In 
various ways Christ comes to us; through 
godly parents, teachers, and friends, 
through the presentation of the Gospel, 
through circumstances intended to make 
us see our need of Him, but many re- 
ceive Him not. “But as many as re- 
ceive[d] him, to them gave [gives] he 
power to become the sons of God, even 


to them that believe on his name” (John‘ 


1:12). 
(Continued on page 909) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The American Bible Society and 
Catholic Testaments 


I understand that the American Bible 
Society,— or perhaps it’s a kind of sub- 
sidiary of the Bible Society, — publishes 
the new Catholic Testament with notes. 
I understand that these books are sold in 
the same sales room, — and the separation 
between the American Bible Society and 
the organization that handles the Catholic 

‘ Bible with notes is merely a_ technical 
separation. Am I rightly informed?—A 
Kentucky reader. 


The Editor wrote for information to 


Dr. Eric M. North, general secretary of 
the Society, who replied as follows: 


“Neither the-American Bible Society 
nor any society related closely to it pub- 
lishes a Catholic Testament with- notes. 
The new Catholic Testament is pub- 
lished by a Catholic organization with 
which the American Bible Society has 
no connection at all. It is barely pos- 
sible that some of the State Bible Soci- 
eties, which are somewhat independent 
organizations not subsidized by the 
American Bible Society and over which 
it has no control, may have some of 
these Catholic Testaments for sale. But 
in any case none of the funds of the 
American Bible Society.in any way go 
to the support of the sale of these Scrip- 
tures.” 
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Lesson for December 24 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The First Worshipers of the 


Lord Jesus 


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to 
pass” (Luke 2:15). 


HRISTMAS is the gladdest day of 
C all the year to hearts who know 
its meaning, a day pre-eminently 
of “glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 
We have reached another anniversary 
of our blessed Saviour’s birth, and again 
the call comes, “Let us now go even 
unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass.” As we revert 
once more in thought and heart to the 
scene of the Nativity, and dwell afresh 


for a little upon the facts, so simple yet 


so profound, which group themselves 
around that first Christmas morning, I 
trust our hearts may. be made at once 


‘more tender and more strong — tender 


to enter more reverently and sympa- 
thetically into the humiliation of the 
lowly Saviour, strong to lay deeper hold 
upon the vital meaning of this wonder- 
ful event. 

- Let me in the first place re-empha- 


‘size the fact that the birth of Christ was 


a divine miracle. It was such in two 
senses, first in its intrinsic nature, and 
second in its attendant circumstances. 
As to the first, it needs no unfolding; 
it is self-evident. The fact that Jesus 
was conceived and born of a virgin 


‘mother —how earnestly do I hope that 


all of us here accept this unquestion- 
ingly as a fact—at once puts the stamp 
of the supernatural, the divine, upon it. 
But thoughtful minds will see in the 
attendant circumstances, that is, the 
divine ordering of Christ’s birth, no less 
than in its intrinsic nature, the unmis- 
takable evidence of the miraculous hand 
of God. If the one aspect of the Sav- 
iour’s birth marks it as a miracle of 
divine power, then the other aspect no 
less marks it as a miracle of divine 
providence. God’s miracles are not all 
wrought in an instant; some are wrought 
through years and even centuries of 
time, and hence are not so easy to rec- 
ognize without study and reflection. 


Difficulties of Prophetic Fulfillment 


Now, long centuries before, the in- 
spired prophets of God had predicted 
the birth of the Messiah in such detail 
as to render the fulfillment by any mere 
chance coincidence obviously impossible. 
Not only was the nature of the incar- 
nation plainly foretold, but the tribe 
and family stipulated, and the locality 
narrowed down to one particular vil- 
lage among the thousands of Palestine. 


Each added feature increased the diffi- 


Do we recognize ourselves among that group 


around the cradle of the infant Saviour? 
-By ROBERT HALL GLOVER, M.D., F.R.G.S. 


From the viewpoint of those who 
saw the Lord Jesus as a Babe in 
Bethlehem and in the Temple, Dr. 
Glover, Home Director Emeritus of 
the China Inland Mission for North 
America, presents a study of the 
Nativity in a refreshing and unusual 
way. He writes that this is “a ser- 
mon I preached away back in 1900 
—the Boxer year in China—in the 
Robert Morrison Memorial Chapel, 
Macao, South China, where we were 
among many missionaries and others 
who had to seek refuge from the dis- 
orders and dangers of those dark 
days in China,” Though the sermon 
(now condensed) was _ preached 
nearly forty-five years ago, its mes- 
sage and very personal application 
ceme to us as forcefully as to that 
little company of Christians who first 
heard it in China, 








culty of fulfillment by just so much, 
rendering it a case of compound im- 
probability, so to speak. 

As the predicted time drew near 
all human indications of fulfillment 
were wanting, and it would seem that 
the plot, so to speak, must fail. But 
suddenly the wheels of Providence 
which had been in steady action all 
through those centuries, molding events, 
controlling national history, and direct- 
ing the course of individual lives, 
quicken their pace and move swiftly 
forward toward the culminating point. 

God makes use of the proud caprice 
of the Roman Emperor Augustus, one 
of whose vain delights, so historians tell 
us, was to compile registers of the popu- 
lation and revenue of his vast dominion. 
The decree goes forth for the registra- 
tion of every subject in every Roman 
province, and Palestine is included. 
Furthermore, instead of the Roman mode 
of registration being used, as elsewhere, 
the Jewish method is substituted in this 
one instance, by which everyone was 
required to enroll not in the place of 
present residence but in “his own city,” 
that is, in the place of his nativity. 

The decree finds the devout Joseph and 
his espoused bride, Mary, at Nazareth 
of Galilee. What less likely, especially 
considering the critical condition of the 
young maiden, than that they should 
undertake at such a time a hard over- 
land journey of a hundred miles into 
Judea! But the mandate of Imperial 
Rome admits no parleying, and so, 
driven by inevitable fate, as man would 


_count it, but rather led by unerring 
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Providence, as we now can see it, the 
humble household is broken up and the 
peasant couple set out upon their haz- 
ardous trip toward “the city of David.” 
It is the last link in the long chain of 
the Almighty’s wonderful working; the 
fatigued wife and anxious husband ar- 
rive at Bethlehem, and now at length the 
focal point of all those prophecies and 
providences is reached. We read that 
“so it was, that, while they were there, 
the days were accomplished that. she 
should be delivered. And she brought 
forth her firstborn son.” There, in the 
predicted place, in the predicted way, 
and in the fullness of time, the Messiah 
of the Jews and Saviour of the world 
is born. Each block has been moved 
into place, and the whole design issues 
forth in flawless perfection from the un- 
seen hand of the Great Master-work- 
man, “who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will.” 

But from such a general view of this 
wonderful event, let us now draw closer 
round the scene at Bethlehem, The very 
comforts and attentions which even in 
the humblest walks of life are invari- 
ably ministered by loving hands to the 
need of motherhood at such a critical 
time we may presume were altogether 
lacking here. Joseph and Mary were 
strangers, newly come, unknown to all 
about them. Significantly does the nar- 
rative read, with touching pathos, that 
“she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
[with her own hands] wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a 
manger.” 


The Fitting Setting for the Nativity 

Our first thoughts, as we ponder the 
scene thus presented, are thoughts of 
sadness and of indignation. Poverty 
and loneliness in any circumstances 
touch our hearts and stir our sympathies; 
and that He who so deserved universal 
love and honor should be treated in such 
fashion is hard indeed for us to be recon- 
ciled to. 

Yet, after all—I say it reverently — 
was it not most fitting thus? What was 
the glittering splendor of this world to 
the Son of Heaven but a paltry bauble 
at its best! True beauty needs no adorn- 
ment; real worth shows best in plainest 
garb. What earthly grandeur or adorn- 
ment could be found in any sense ade- 
quate to the dignity of Him who was 
accustomed to the glory of Heaven and 
the homage and service of angelic hosts ! 
Nay, all such must fall infinitely short 
and only detract from the high nobility 
of the incarnation scene. If we may so 
speak, God in Heaven displayed. the 
highest taste when He .chose the sur- 
roundings of His well-beloved’s nativity. 
The Saviour of all men descended in His 
birth to their lowest rank, that He might 
be exclusively identified with none, and 
be accessible to all. The simple-man- 
nered shepherds as well as the polished 
Magi could approach the Lord of glory 


__ without a trace of embarrassment. .N> 
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glittering splendor or unfamiliar display 
was there to dazzle their eyes; no gilded 
apartment, or downy couch, or garments 
of finest texture bespoke their admira- 
tion or drew away their attention from 
the little Babe; they saw Him whom they 
sought — Jesus, and Jesus only. 

And now, shall we direct our atten- 
tion in turn to the group we find gath- 
ered round the cradle of the infant Sav- 
iour, the earliest ones to do homage to 
Hira who came to be earth’s king. For 
notwithstanding the stolid ignorance and 
cold unconcern of the great mass of the 
Jewish nation, God still had His chosen 
ones prepared to recognize and greet 
their Redeemer. There were some souls 
which felt a thrill like that within the 
womb of Elisabeth at the approach of 
her unborn Lord, and in them we may 
find, as it were, a miniature of all sub- 
sequent classes of believers. 


The Simple, Common Folk Come 


First of all were the shepherds, who 
kept the temple flocks in the plains of 
Bethlehem, and to whom the Lord 
granted the glorious angelic announce- 
ment of the Saviour’s birth, Humble, 
unlettered, but godly men, we may well 
believe, were these. As they lay out 
under the starlit*heavens in the solemn 
stillness of the night, their open spirits 
learned more of God and the nature of 
the coming Messiah than did the biased 
Pharisees in the Holy City poring con- 
tinually over the pages of Holy Writ. 
It was the consciousness of sin and the 
need of their own hearts, doubtless, 
which taught these simple shepherds the 
character of the Saviour, the same con- 
sciousness which has guided millions of 
burdened ones to the Lord Jesus ever 
since. These crude, uncultured men 
stand as the representatives of the great 
multitude of Christ’s disciples, the com- 
mon people who heard Him gladly, the 
poor and needy ones who ever drank in 
the peace and comfort of His precious 
teaching. In every succeeding age the 
great bulk of Christian converts has 
been from among this rank and file 
of men, 

The next figures whom we see around 
the holy Babe are the venerable Simeon 
and Anna. They are types of a differ- 
ent class. Their devout and prayerful 
study of the sacred Scriptures had en- 
lightened them, so that with the keen 
eye of spiritual vision they discerned 
the One whom prophecy taught them 
to look for as the consolation of Israel. 
In Simeon and Anna, then, we have the 
eazliest members of that inner circle of 
Christ’s followers which, has since been 
composed of the apostles, the Church 
Fathers, ministers of the Gospel, mis- 
sionaries of the cross, holier saints, Bible 
students—those in all ages who by 
deeper scholarship linked with godliness 
and holy zeal have been pillars in the 
invisible temple of the. Lord, earnestly 
contending for and proclaiming the faith 
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once delivered to the saints—by life, 
by voice, by pen, yes, and some of them 
by the sacrifice of life itself as martyrs 
for His sake. 

Then, following these and probably at 
a somewhat later date, we find the Magi, 
those Wise Men from the East, most 
likely Arabia, wending their way toward 
Bethlehem, divinely directed bya star, 
until they have found the cradle of the 
young child, and there, bending low, 
they present their offerings of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh along with the 
worship of their hearts. These were men 
versed in the science and philosophy of 
their day, systems which while embrac- 
ing much true knowledge were at the 
same time painfully mixed with error, 
But are we not taught by their case 
that it is not God’s way to reject be- 
cause of error, ignorantly acquired and 
held, those who nevertheless are sin- 
cere seekers after Him? God stoops to 
guide them to Himself, in whom are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge, whose truth as it is imbibed will 
prove the ready and effective cure for 
all their error. And yet let us note the 
fact, which cannot be, I think, without 
its spiritual significance, that the simple- 
minded shepherds found the Saviour 
sooner than the learned scientists. 

Whom, then, do these Magi represent? 
Can we not detect in them an unmistak- 
able picture of the Gentile world, fol- 
lowing the van of the earlier Jewish 
church, bringing in turn its wealth, its 
talent, its learning and culture —all 
these rich resources — to lay in love and 
surrender at the feet of Jesus? While 
it is still true that much of science is 
falsely so called, and that a vast pro- 
portion of the world’s wealth is still 
squandered on unworthy objects or util- 
ized in direct opposition to the will and 
the cause of Christ, yet we must and 
we do recognize, gratefully and hope- 
fully, the help that true science and edu- 
cation have contributed to Christianity, 
as well as the part which consecrated 
money has played in the dissemination 
of the blessed Gospel in all the world. 


Jealousy and Hate at the Cradle 


One last figure claims a place in the 
group that encircled Bethlehem’s cradled 
Babe,— but ah, how different was he 
from those upon whom we have already 
looked, and with what contrasted mo- 
tive was his heart impelled! It is Herod 
whose ugly form looms up in the wake 
of the Magi’s visit, in search of Him 
who was born King of the Jews. Rich, 
able, ambitious, but wicked beyond de- 
gree, hated by his subjects, and tortured 
by the constant fear of treachery, Herod 
is roused to insane jealousy and hate at 
the suggestion of a possible rival to his 
throne, and seeks first by craft and then 
by open onslaught to do the infant Sav- 
iour to death. Yet how puny and vain 
are his attempts! God throws His arm 
around His anointed One and He is safe! 
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No different has it been ever since. 
For Herod is but the forerunner of the 
world powers and potentates who in the 
centuries that have followed have per- 
sistently opposed and sought to over- 
throw Christ’s cause and Kingdom. And 
so we have the bloody tale of persecu- 
tions and martyrdoms, first in Europe 
and later in each of the heathen lands. 
It has been the lot of some of us person- 
ally to witness, and in some measure to 
experience, in China, India, and other 
mission fields, the bitter and tenacious 
conflict of the Dragon, the Image, and 
the Demon against the Cross of Christ. 
But, thank God, it has been always and 
everywhere in vain. “The kings of the 
earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and 
against his anointed. . . . He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord 
shall have them in derision. . . . Yet 
have I set my king upon my holy hill 
of Zion. . . . Ask of me, and I shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
thy possession.” 

Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane; 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain. 

And now in closing, beloved friends, 
let me put a simple but searching ques- 
tion. Do we recognize ourselves among 
these earliest worshipers about the 
cradle of the infant Saviour? Are we 
beyond a doubt members of one or other 
of those classes represented in the little 
circle of visitors that we have consid- 
ered together? 


Our Place at the Manger 


If consciousness of sin and deep soul 
need of pardon and cleansing has been 
ours, if reverent and loving study of 
the precious Word of God has revealed 
the Saviour to our heart, or if the thirst 
for knowledge has brought us in mute 
adoration and humble surrender before 
Him who is the fountain of all divine, 
ennobling wisdom — then in, very truth 
we have our place in that blest com- 
pany. 

But, friends, there may be some soul 
who has his part with Herod, not, as- 
suredly, in fierce and open conflict with 
the Christ, but yet perchance in cold 
indifference to the claims of that Sav- 
iour upon him, someone like that inn at 
Bethlehem with no room for Jesus.- It 
is a very solemn thought that we may 
be respected members of a so-called 
Christian society, yea, we may even be 
familiar with a place of public worship, 
and our fingers accustomed to turning 
the leaves of the Bible or the book of 
prayer—and yet know nothing of the 
power of His saving grace, or of the 
presence of this heavenly Guest within 
the heart. 


‘ Today a gracious God again offers the 
Lord Jésus as His priceless Christmas 
gift of love, and in His name I beseech 
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Lesson for December-24 


you to receive Him. And to you who 
are Christian brethren, one and all, in 
the name of our beloved Lord Jesus, I 
wish a holier and a happier Christmas- 
tide than ever before—holier in a 
deeper consciousness of heart union with 
Him, happier in the showing forth more 
truly of His unselfish love to others. 
Thank God, it is our blessed privilege 
to have an even more intimate relation 
to the Christ of God than the members 
of that little circle that knelt around 
Him as the Babe of Bethlehem on that 
first Christmas morning. For that holy 
Babe now comes into our hearts as He 
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once came into the body of the Virgin, 
and initiates us into the wondrous mys- 
tery “which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory.” Then, like Mary, we become 
Christ-bearers to the world, ministering 
Christ, God’s precious Christmas gift of 
love and life, to men in their sorrow 
and death. May we all be found so do- 
ing, bearing this blessed Christ in our 
daily lives and in our varied ministries 
to needy hearts the world over, until 
we hail His coming again, not as a help- 
less Babe but as the mighty Prince of 
Peace and glorious King of kings! 


TORONTO. 


Sacrificing himself for his flock, and faithfully serving the Chief Shepherd 


Y EARLIEST recollections are of 
my parents as leaders in the 
local church and Sunday school. 

I remember, as a little tad, my father 
carrying me home on his back after 
evening worship; and my mother letting 
me open the weekly packages of THe 
Sunpay Scuoot Times. For many years 
she managed those club subscriptions for 
our Sunday school. In one issue, I, as 
a boy, read an editorial by Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull on “A Lie Never Justifiable.” 
It advocated the common sense, not to 
say wisdom, of always speaking the 
truth. Years later in China I was to 
see a dramatic and awesome illustration 
of the correctness of Dr. Trumbull’s 
thesis. 


I. Coao Tou NAn — TRUTH-TELLER 


It was summertime, the momentous 
year 1900. The place, Ta Hsin Tan, 
Shantung Province, North China. A 
band of Boxers had broken into the 
peace of the village on that brightly 
moonlit night, to burn the church and 
kill the Christians. Among the leaders 
they seized was Chao Tou Nan, teacher 
of the church school, trained in Con- 
fucianism, and recently led to Christ 
by my revered friend Dr. Hunter Cor- 
bett. Chao was politeness itself, re- 
spected as a Confusian scholar,. and 
famed for his perfect writing of the in- 
tricate Chinese characters. 

On that fateful eve he was grabbed 
by three ruffians, thrown onto his stom- 
ach; one stretching his feet, another pull- 
ing on his head, while a third whirled 
aloft a sword, “to shave him with the 
big knife.” Before it came down the 
executioner shouted: “What is your 
name?” Now a characteristic of the 
heathen world is to lie. A man lies to 
save the face of a clansman, to avoid 
personal embarrassment, to thwart an 
enemy, to preserve his own life. The 
natural thing for our friend, newly won 
out of heathenism, to have done would 
have been to have given a false name, 
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But promptly and boldly he said: “My 
name is Chao Tou Nan!” At that the 
headsman dropped his sword and yelled: 
“Liao pu tei” (Horrors!”) This is “the 
devil of the second degree, along with 
the devil of the first degree ([Dr. 
Hunter], a good man, whom we were 
ordered not to kill!” 

Chao’s reputation for truth-telling 
traveled far and wide. Later he gradu- 
ated from our thoroughly evangelical 
theological seminary (under Dr. Wat- 
son M. Hayes), and settled in our Tsing- 
tao station field, to his only parish — 
for life. They wouldn’t let him go, even 
if he had wanted to do so. 

In his strong love of the Lord Jesus, 
he had the pastor heart as a faithful 
shepherd, self-effacing for his flock. 


II. PROTECTING THE FLOCK 
FROM THE WOLVES 


Pastor Chao and I, working together, 
had carved out a pioneer field for our- 
selves, a great county. We were hum- 
bly thankful to God for the villages 
opened up to the Gospel; and, not least, 
for the county seat, an ancient walled 
city, which had been taken for Christ. 
We had established a thriving church 
therein, and several rich gentry had 
been converted, and weré giving rooms 
and courts in their spacious premises 
for our Christian schools for boys and 
girls. 

The elders of the church were solid 
businessmen of the city, respected and 
trusted for their character, ability, and 
success. Ih connection with the store 
of the leading elder, we had opened, in 
the business heart of the city, a Gospel 
chapel. 

All this success — both in the villages 
of a rich farming district and in a pros- 
perous district county seat, on the newly 
opened, strategic German railroad,— 
excited, we were surprised to learn, the 
envy of German Catholic priests, who 
apparently wanted that field as their 
preserve. ‘ 
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The Chinese told us of German priests 
going into magistrates’ yamens, ostenta- 
tiously carrying revolvers outside their 
belted cassocks, to press the lawsuits of 
their clients, village bullies who knew 
nothing of religion, but who had been 
baptized in the hope that, before death, 
in the performing of the sacrament of 
extreme ynction, they would be saved. 

A scheme had secretly been worked 
up, with several such choice, spirits, to 
accuse our leading elder, Mr. Kao, of 
attempted murder of a certain tough 
character; to bring the case into the 
county court, and to browbeat the mag- 
istrate into rendering a verdict of death 
on the accused. The unfortunate vic- 
tim selected was a leading businessman 
of the city, zealous in pushing the work 
of the chapel (next to his store and 
near to his heart). The “assaulted” man 
in the plot was a big, burly bruiser. 
Elder Kao was short of stature and 
slight in build. If the accusation could 
be bluffed through, it was apparently 
figured that our city church would lose 
face, and a great setback to our work 
in all that region would result. 

Suddenly a messenger from Pastor 
Chao reached me, in another part of 
the field: “Begin to pray. Elder Kao 
in prison on bogus murder charge. If 
possible come to city at once!” 

When I arrived, many Christians were 
kneeling in the church building engaged 
in earnest prayer, led by Pastor Chao. 
The case: Elder Kao was accused (out 
of whole cloth) of having attacked the 
bully in question. With a tcai tao (like 
a butcher’s cleaver) he, raging, it was 
asserted, had slashed at the throat of 
the Goliath. The blow was deflected, 
and had somehow nearly cut in two the 
right foot of the assaulted. The victim 
had almost died from loss of blood. The 
case was called for the next day at 
11 a. m. Much prayer that night and fol- 
lowing morning early. Then the Session 
(i.e., pastor, who is teaching elder, with 
the ruling elders) and other witnesses 
and I went to the yamen. 

With gusto and gloating, the rabble 
rivals swaggered in. Then the: priest, 
proud and contemptuous, a revolver 
strapped to his waist. Then — almost the 
climax—the victim, “sorely wounded 
indeed, nigh unto death” (as the accusa- 
tion read), was ostentatiously lugged in 
on a stretcher by six pals. His right 
leg and foot were bandaged till they 
were huge. Then the climax —Elder 
Kao, wrists chained, was led in— his 
eyes bright, head up, his spirit unbroken. 
(By hoary Oriental custom the accused 
is guilty until proved innocent.) 

We knew the magistrate sympathized 
with us; but he had to walk gingerly. 
To save time, we requested, before the 
case began, to see this appallingly lacer- 
ated leg. What a hullabaloo ensued! 
The priest yelled: “Impossible! The 
exposure, or even the effort, would kill 
him !” The rivals raged for an hour. But 
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we insisted that “it” be opened up, pre- 
ceding the legal action. 

At last, by court order, and in the face 
of fierce anger, the unwinding began. 
As it slowly and unwillingly proceeded, 
great uneasiness in the crowd developed. 
When finished — chagrin complete! No 
scar on foot or lower leg! The magis- 
trate, giving me a sly wink, pronounced: 
“Accused, innocent! Free him!’ The 
expected triumph was turned into crush- 
ing defeat. Pastor Chao had again stood 
by one of his flock in what (so far as 
he knew, from bitter experience of bully 
browbeating) might have been the dis- 
astrous end, What a prayer meeting we 
held that evening in the crowded city 
chapel! How humbly but in firm 


* faith Elder Kao prayed! Pastor Chao 


preached from the text: “The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptation.” 


III. FArrHFUL IN THE FurRY OF THE FLOOD 


The field was in flood. The whole 
region was under water from the rivers 
breaking banks, and racing and raging 
under the spur of extra torrential rains 
of that summer. As far as the eye could 
see, great stretches of farm land looked 
like a vast lake, broken here and there 
by tree tops and the collapsing roofs of 
mud-walled villages. One marked line 
ran through the whole section — the em- 
bankment of the German railway raised 
high above the surrounding land. Pas- 
tor Chao resolved that somehow relief 
should be gotten to his people; and this 
“line” was his human source of hope. 
As a brave and self-sacrificing Shepherd 
he had the incentive of the appalling 
need of his people to spur him. In 
earlier years, on horseback, in relief 
work we together had plunged around 
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through flooded farms, and seeing vil- 
lages in heaps of muddy fuins, and de- 
serted of their strongest indwellers. 
Those who before had been self-sustain- 
ing farmers had gone in swarms from 
these places. The weaker had to re- 
main, waiting for relief —or perish. 

Thousands. of coffins, rooted out) of 
their shallow graves by the flood in 
current; the drinking water of the wells 
in every yard, polluted. The smell was 
awful. Flies everywhere, feeding on the 
filth. Flood-fever keen to devour. 

The surging tide had drowned out 
the wheat, beans, and broom corn and 
many vegetables. The young peanuts 
and sweet potatoes, — winter food of our 
people, — had rotted in the ground. 

This was worse than any preceding 
summer that old men could remember. 
Pastor Chao must move quickly and 
energetically in order to save life. 
He assumed that he, rather than any- 
one else, should volunteer to sally forth, 
facing alone the rampant waters, in an 
attempt to reach us and tell us of the 
relief work now so desperately needed. 
What he experienced of horror in cross- 
ing those miry fields, flooded and in tide, 
to reach that railway “line” and a sta- 
tion, none will ever know. Even when 
he gained the unbroken section of the 
railroad embankment, he had to grope 
his way along and hang on like grim 
death to the steel rails, as the waters 
at various points surged fiercely around 
hifh to sweep him away in the darkness. 
It was a magnificent effort, and it suc- 
ceeded by sheer pluck of the pastor. 

Needless to say that, as he made that 
fearful journey, he prayed with intense 
concentration to the God he knew ex- 
perimentally. Later he reported to me 
that, for comfort and sustaining, during 








Here, in a blinding snowstorm, is a Chinese shepherd and flock, outside the yard 
wall of Dr. Scott’s home in the Presbyterian Mission Compound, Tsi Nan Fu, Shan- 
tung Province, North China. It welt illustrates a massive race trait of the Chinese 
character — loyalty to a friend, fidelity to a trust. As a matter of course, the Chinese 
shepherd naturally sacrifices for his own sheep or those entrusted to him. He 
easily understands and acts upon the example of our Lord who said, “The good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” This remarkably artistic photo was taken 
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those desperate, dangerous, toilsome 
hours, “I held the 91st Psalm in solu- 
tion in my heart,” — “Because he hath 
set his love upon me, therefore will I 
deliver him.” 


IV. FAITHFUL IN THE 
Face oF Money TEMPTATION 
But for weeks and weeks the fields 
stayed covered with water, slowly chang- 
ing to vast patches of ooze and slime. 
Later, they became mud lakes. In the 


‘ox cart roads, lower than the level). of 


the fields, the heavy water lazily 
drained itself off, somehow to some- 
where. Bit by bit the earth crinkled 
under the hot sun rays; it caked in solid 
chunks that resisted the primitive 
methods of making fallow. All this 
meant no plowing, and no seed sowing, 
and no crops for a year, till the earth 
was quite dried up and had gradually 
become workable. A year later, perhaps 
the people could begin to indulge in the 
luxury of paying a pastor’s salary. 

Meanwhile, like a bolt out of the blue, 
came an offer to Pastor Chao from a 
foreign missionary society of Central 
China, asking him to take charge of 
one of its churches in a large city of 
the rich and flourishing Yangtze River 
valley. His present salary was $20 a 
month (Chinese national currency, that 
dollar being one-third of an American 
dollar). And this offer was more than 
twice that salary, plus moving expenses, 
manse, and perquisites. 

He had stood by his people, “in the 
swelling of the Jordan.” Now he faced 
the probability of his humble country 
Christians being unable to pay even his 
hitherto paltry monthly stipend. With- 
out hesitation he made a heroic decision. 
As a matter of course, he refused the 
flattering offer of the “outsiders” who 
could always insure his receiving his full 
salary and promptly. His answer might 
well be blazoned with other heroic say- 
ings of church history: “I choose to 
remain, and eat bitterness with my peo- 
ple.* It is recorded of Moses that he 
chose “to suffer affliction with the peo- 
ple of God ... for he endured, as see- 
ing him who is invisible’ (Heb. 11:25, 
27). 

Here, in modern China, no less than 
in agcient Egypt, the spirit of the Good 
Shepherd was again faithfully and ten- 
derly illustrated by an under shepherd, 
first generation out of heathenism, who, 


in glad self-sacrifice, cleaved to the — 


standard of that Good Shepherd, as ex- 
emplified by His own Holy Self! 
“The good shepherd giveth his life 
for the sheep” (John 10:11). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 


of the two papers. 



































Lesson for December 24 
The Christmas Gift Supreme 


(Continued from page 904) 


Dr. Walter L. Wilson tells of using 
John 3:16 to help a boy receive Christ. 
He quoted the verse and stressed the 
word “gave.” Showing the lad that 
Christ was God’s gift, he asked, “Does 
the giving of a gift make it yours?” 
The boy replied, “You must take it if 
it is to become yours.” “True,” said 
the doctor, “and so Christ must be taken 
as God’s gift, if He is to become yours. 
I am a doctor,” he went on, “but I am 
not your doctor, am I?” “No,” said the 
lad. “Why not?” asked the doctor. “Be- 
cause we never took you as our doc- 
tor,” replied the boy. “Very well then, 
Jesus Christ is a Saviour, but He is not 
your Saviour unless you take Him. Will 
you do so now?” With bowed head, the 
boy told the Lord Jesus that he would 
take Him as his Saviour then and there. 

Perhaps that is what you need to do 
to make this Christmas what it ought 
to be. When you do receive the Lord 
Jesus as your personal Saviour you 
enter the family of God through the 
new birth. And then you, like Paul, 
will say, ““Thanks be unto God for his 
unspeakable gift,’ His gift of Jesus Christ 
to me.” And you will want to make 
the rest of your life one long thanks- 
giving to God. “God so loved. . . that 
he gave his . . . Son” to you and to me. 


Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 


, 


Children at Home 


Christmas Eve on the Prairie 
By Mrs. Christie Plemp-Le Cocq 


Mrs. Plemp-Le Cocq writes con- 
cerning this story: “Perhaps there 
may be one or two families reading 
this story who will remember hav- 
ing a part in bringing about the 
truth of the words, ‘It is better to 
give that to receive.’ The story 
is based on facts, and happened 
many years ago. I was there and 
still have the exquisite sewing kit 
I received.” 


T HAD been snowing off and on, and 

with every fresh fall the cold was 
keener. The usual prairie winds seemed 
asleep, but during the night they awoke 
with a vim, blowing the snow in great 
drifts around the sod and board shanties. 
It blew like a funnel from the top of 
the barn, drifting like fine white sand 
through doors and windows. 

In the morning, the snow lay like 
pointing fingers across the cabin floor. 
It had drifted into a solid bank outside. 

The children found a new enjoyment, 
for it was such fun to climb up on a 
showbank almost as high as the shanty. 
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Mother was sad. She did not sing 
about her work that day. Christmas 
was near, and she was thinking of the 
days before Christmas in her childhood 
home in Iowa. How wonderful they 
were ! 

Christmas bells, Christmas trees, 
Christmas odors on the breeze. 
There had been no riches, presents were 
generally homemade ones, but there was 
merriment and happiness, waymth and 
good things to eat. 

What could she do for her children 
here? The few dollars they possessed 
must be kept for seed and farm imple- 
ments. They had some molasses! Did 
she dare take a little for a taffy pull? 
But what about presents? 

They had a cow, but the family never 
tasted any butter, for that was sold for 
greater necessities. They could not use 
any of that money for presents. With 
a heavy heart, Mother cooked the frugal 
meal of red cabbage and potatoes, and 
sighed, hearing the playing children’s 
voices outside. 

Poor darlings! What few joys they 
had! In early spring, while Father was 
building the soddies, they had roamed 
over the wide prairie, platting down 
the tall grasses for little play rooms. 
They found the blue Johnny-jump-ups, 
the squaw peas, wild onion flowers, and 
sheep sorrel. And one day near a small 
pond, they had found the nest of a wild 
duck. It was neat and round, lined with 
light and dark soft, downy feathers. 
Several greenish eggs were in it, lightly 
covered with down. Mother told them the 
duck had left for a while and had 
plucked little feathers from her breast 
to keep the eggs warm. She told them 
not to go near the nest again, not to 
touch the eggs, then the mother would 
stay to hatch her babies. 

And thén one day, oh, oh, Doris came 
running, for she had seen eight fluffy 
brown and tan baby ducks. They all 
watched as the mother duck huddled 
her family close around her, and walked 
right into the water, the waddling little 
balls following. 

“Oh! They'll drown,” cried Mary. 
But they didn’t, for they sat down on the 
water, paddling tiny yellow feet, while 
mother duck foraged food among the 
reeds, quacking reassuringly to them. 
Every day now Doris and Mary spent 
happy hours watching the duck family 
feed and swim and dive. They threw 
pieces of corn bread close to them, but 
mother duck sent warnings, and her 
children dared not disobey. But after a 
few days they were no longer fright- 
ened, and came out to meet their little 
friends, the beady, black eyes watching 
greedily for what had been brought for 
them. And mother duck sat back softly 
quacking approval. 

During the long summer days, the two 
girls had gathered buffalo chips, piling 
them high up in a corner of the barn, 


while Father mowed down the long, 
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tough grass, twisted it into figure eights, 
and piled them up, too; and half of the 
barn was filled with fuel for winter’s use. 

Now it was December. Winter had 
come. Long ago the ducks had flown 
away. And Mother, standing by the 
stove that cold day, was sad. 

The door opened, and Father came in, 
letting in a stream of cold, misted air. 
He stamped his feet, and, striking his 
hands together, exclaimed, “Twenty be- 
low right now! What will it be to- 
night?” 

He called the children in. “They will 
freeze their faces,” he said. And sure 
enough, Doris had a frozen nose, and 
Mary, three, white, stiff fingers. Father 
quickly got a pan of snow. Doris and 
Mary were so cold, they wanted to go 
to the stove, but Mother said, “No, you 
must stay by the door away from the 
fire.” 

Father set the pan of snow on a chair, 
and commenced rubbing Doris’ nose 
with snow. Mother rubbed and rubbed 
Mary’s white fingers. 

The little girls both cried hard, tears 
trickling down, but neither Father nor 
Mother said anything. They just rub- 
bed until the frozen parts showed that 
warm blood was circulating again. Then 
shoes and stockings were pulled off, and 
Father anxiously examined small, cold 
feet. 

“Wiggle your toes,” Father said. They 
could wiggle, so they were not frozen. 
But all that evening, they were not per- 
mitted to come near the fire. Nose and 
fingers tingled so the girls could hardly 
sit still. 

The next day something, oh, so beau- 
tiful, happened. A man on a big, black 
horse carne galloping into the yard, the 
horse’s mane and tail flying like ban- 
ners in the wind. He came with news, 
and such news! It was an invitation 
to come to the newly erected church 
in the village on Christmas Eve, for a 
grand surprise. 

In New York City, two large Sunday 
schoois, much interested in the South 
Dakota settlement, had decided that 
their children, instead of receiving pres- 
ents from the school, should bring gifts 
for the pioneer families on the plains of 
South Dakota. Boxes and barrels, al- 
ready sent, could be expected in plenty 
of time for Christmas. ‘All families 
were invited to come and receive some- 


* thing of what had been so generously 


provided. 

Mother’s burden was lifted. How 
happy her face was now! Father started 
at once to finish the box sled, and Doris 
and Mary helped to hand the saw, ham- 
mer, nails, chisel, and screws as he 
needed them. 

How they longed for the days to pass! 
But one night, a dreadful thought struck 
Doris, as she and her sister were in 
bed. What if a blizzard should come. 
They could not go. Their hearts seemed 


(Continued on page 923) 
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NOTABLE ARTICLES THAT WILL APPEAR IN THE TIMES IN 1945 





Answering the Evolutionists 


Dr. Arthur |. Brown's answers to a high 
school girl's questions on evolution (TIMES, 
June 3 and 10), were so popular that 
they were reprinted in pamphlet form. 
Now he has written a series of twelve such 
articles, which will be published in the 
TIMES next year. 
questions he answers: 


Do you mean to s ames that an evolutionist 
cannot be a Chri an 
not theistic evolution honor God quite as 


much as creation? 

How old is the earth? 

is it true that practically all eminent scientists 
reject the Genesis account of creation? 

What do you think of the Piltdown Man as 
evidence for evolution? 

Dr. Brown ‘is well qualified to provide 
Christian young people with effective re- 
plies to the arguments of the evolutionists, 
for he has made a study of their writings 
for many years. His answers are based 
on the Scriptures and the findings of true 
science, and he quotes freely from reputable 
scientists who have either begun to doubt 
the evolutionary theory or have given it up. 


Will Our Bodies Be Raised! 


One of the foundation stones of our 
Christian faith is the resurrection of the 
body,—not merely the spirit, but these 
bodies in which we now live and move. All 
who recite the Apostles’ Creed say that 
they believe in it, but Modernism has led 
many. to shift their faith from this sound, 
Scriptural doctrine to an indefinite theory 
concerning the survival of the soul and 
spirit. But one of the most firmly. estab- 
lished facts of history is that the body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ was raised from the 
dead, and thus He became “‘the firstfruits 
of them that slept."’ 

In its Easter Number the TIMES will 
publish an article entitled ‘The Gospel 
of the Risen Christ," by Norman H. Camp 
of the Moody Bible Institute. It is a clear, 
convincing, and comforting study of the 
resurrection of the body. 


Archeology Corroborates the Bible 

King Ashurbanipal of Assyria (668- 
626 B.C.) was a book lover. He had a 
great library of thousands of clay tablets. 
He not only collected these tablets, but 
sent his scribes up and down the Mesopo- 
tamian Valley, having them copy inscrip- 
tions containing records that date back to 
2000 B.C. One of the most fascinating 
phases in the finding of the library of 
Ashurbanipal, which has largely been un- 
earthed during the last ninety years, was 


Here are some of the’ 


the discovery of the Babylonian account of 
the flood. It agrees in many points with 
the Bible account of the flood. 

Dr. Joseph P. Free, Associate Professor 
of Archeology, Wheaton College, and 
Archeological Editor of THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES, tells of Ashurbanipal's 
library, and many other interesting arche- 
ological finds in a series of five articles 
giving ‘Commentaries From the Clay 
Tablets.” 

Such actual records, turned up by the 
spade of eminent archeologists, absolutely 
demolish many of the theories of the 
higher criticism. But these are only part 
of the good things that Dr. Free as Arche- 
ological Editor will be giving to TIMES 
readers this coming year. 


The Ministry of the Holy Spirit 


It is right that we should give promi- 
nence to the work of God, the Father, and 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. But 
sometimes the important place held by the 
third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 
is neglected by Christians. The Bible has 
much to say about Him,—for He is a per- 
son, not an influence,—and it is His work- 
ing in the hearts of believers and un- 
believers alike that makes Christian service 
possible. 

The Rev. T. Stanley Soltau, a returned 
missionary from Korea, who has frequently 
written for THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, 
has made a careful study of the work of 
the Holy Spirit. In a series of seven articles 
to be published next year he will take up 
the personality and promise of the Holy 
Spirit, and His relation to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Church, the World, the Word, 
and the Believer. 


Juvenile Delinquency and Bible Reading 


Only three of 357 boys in a school for 
delinquents knew the Ten Commandments 
when they entered. in 1930 the Juvenile 
Court record of court cases for Charlotte 
and Mecklenburg Counties, N. C., was 7.6 
per thousand population; in 1942 the rec- 
ord was 2.9 cases per thousand popula- 
tion. In. Charlotte the Bible has been 
taught in the high schools for seventeen 
years; today five teachers are employed 
and paid by voluntary contributions. There 
is a Bible in every schoolroom. These are 
only a few of the facts gathered in a brief 
but striking article by J. B. Spillman, Exec- 
utive Secretary of the Way, Truth and Life 
Book Club of Charlotte, N. C. Mr. Spillman 
answers the question, “What effect does 


Heroes of the Faifh in China 


the reading and teaching of the Bible and 
story Bibles and the memorizing of Bible 
verses have on juvenile delinquency?" His 
article will be published in the Christian 
Education Number next spfing. 


Prize Articles on Sunday School Work 


Last July 29 the TIMES published an in- 
vitation to its readers to submit articles in 
a prize contest on eight topics relating to 
Sunday school work. Over seventy manu- 
scripts were received, and of these thirty- 
seven were accepted for publication. The 
prize winners were announced in the Effi- 
ciency and Equipment Number of Octo- 
ber 7, and three of the prize articles were 
published in that same issue. A few others 
have been published since. But a large 
number of these exceptionally fine articles 
are still unpublished and will be given to 
TIMES readers during the coming year. 
You may find in them the answer to your 
most troubl Sunday school problem. 
Here are the topics of the articles: 


Increasing Attendance 

How | Teach the Lesson 

How | Get Attention in Class 

Providing Substitute Teachers 

Following Up Absentees 

Arranging for on Day Programs 

eras Scriptur 

aoe © Get My Pupils to Study the Lesson at 
ome 


Why Is Christian Science Wrong! 


A gigantic system of error is CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE. The TIMES has a careful study of 
this false religion by a discerning Christian 
woman whose relatives were trapped by it. 
Her article is not a half-humorous tirade, 
intended only for the consumption and 
amusement of those who are oh safe 
ground, but it is a series of sober compari- 
sons between the diabolical teachings of 
“Science and Health" and the reasonable, 
wholesome, redeeming, God-breathed 
truths of Scripture. 


Financing the Evangelist 


When the so-called ‘outside speaker," 
or VISITING EVANGELIST comes to your 
church, how are you going to finance his 
meetings? Is he to get all the offerings, or 
the offerings from the last two meetings on 
the final Sunday, or a certain percentage 
of the total? Should you pay for his tele- 
phone calls, taxis, entertaining of friends, 
as well as his railroad and hotel expenses? 
DR. WALTER WILSON, the beloved Chris- 
tian physician of Kansas City, has written 
for the TIMES a fine and practical study of 
this whole perplexing subject. 





DR. CHARLES ERNEST SCOTT, the veteran missionary of more than thirty years’ experience in CHINA, and the father of the mar- 
tyred missionary, Betty Scott Stam, is writing a series of ten vivid pen pictures of outstanding and brave Chinese Christian men and 
women whom he hus known personally. Here are some of the titles: ‘The Young Mountain Wife—Her Dying Testimony as a Prisoner 
for Christ’’; ‘‘The Timid Medicine Seller—Bold Martyr for the Faith”; “‘The Whipped Wife—Triumphant Over Persecution through Christ- 
given Strength"’; ‘The Debt-Laden Mountain Elder—How God Honored His Sunday Observance.” 





These are just a few of the good things that will be published in The Sunday School Times in coming months. You will not want 
to miss them. Then, too, there will be the regular editorial notes, in which so many find comfort; the leading editorials, giving devotional 
studies and life sketches of outstanding Christian workers, and discussing topics of real importance to all Christians; the ‘Notes on Open 
Letters," in which the Times. seeks to answer some of the hard questions relating to the Christian life; interesting articles from many con- 
tributors; “The SURVEY of Religious Life and Thought," by ERNEST GORDON, giving brief, pointed paragraphs on men, events, books, 


. and articles in other periodicals which are of importance to Christian people; and every week the feast of good things on the INTER- 


NATIONAL UNIFORM SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, discussed by the eight competent members of the Times lesson staff. 
On the opposite page you will find a convenient order blank which you may use in sending gift subscriptions to your friends. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 24. THE GROUND OF UNIVERSAL JOY | 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2:8-12; Hebrews 1:1-4, 1 John 1:1-4 
Golden Text.—Behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.—Luke 2:10 


Kine James VERsIon 

Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds abid- 
ing in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
éfraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, 1 bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. ? 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

Heb. 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
pake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 

2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also. he 
made the worlds; 

3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image 


of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, 
when he had himself purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high; 

4 Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they. 


1 John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with,our eyes, which we have looked 
upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life; 

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear 
witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us;) 

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fel- 
lowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N THE recurrence of the seasons we 
I come again to the time set aside by 

all Christendom in honor of the gift 
of redeeming love—-our Lord Jesus 
Christ, whom the Father sent into the 
world to manifest His grace toward lost 
men and to give His life a ransom for 
many. Again we need to remind our- 
selves that the Incarnation was the pre- 
lude to the propitiatory work of the 
cross. The two are linked together in 
Hebrews 1:1-4, the second part of the 
present lesson. God has been mani- 
fested. in Christ, who, by Himself, made 
purification for sins, on Calvary. 

In the Incarnation we see God fully 
told out. Jesus Christ is the eternal Son 
become flesh, in whom we see the Father 
manifested (John 14:7-10). In Him God 
has come out to man, and now that He 
has finished the work the Father gave 
Him to do (John 17:4) man may go in 
to God (Heb. 10: 19-22). 

Our blessed Lord became man without 
ceasing to be God. He was both God 
and man in one person. He was not a 
man seeking after God, as modernists 
would have us believe. In Him we see 
God seeking after man. Even when He 
reposed as a Babe in His virgin mother’s 
arms, He remained, as to the mystery of 
His personalfty, God over all, blessed 
forever (Rom. 9:5). 

The birth of Jesus Christ was in exact 
aecord with the prophetic Word. It was 
foretold that He was to be the seed of 
‘She woman (Gen. 3:15), therefore the 
child of a virgin (Isa. 7:14). The place 
of His holy nativity was mentioned by 
name seven centuries before He was 
born in Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2). That He 
was to be both God and man was plainly 
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declared (Isa. 9:6). The name “Imman- 
uel” means “God with us.” The last 
clause of the vetse referred to above, 
in Micah 5:2, declared “whose goings 
forth have been from old, from everlast- 
ing.” This could never be said of one 
who was merely a man, however great 
and good he might be. This Man is Je- 


hovah’s fellow (Zech. 13:7), destined to- 


share the throne of Jehovah with the 
Father (Psa. 110:1). It was His right- 
ful place because He was one with the 
Father from all eternity (Psas. 102: 25, 
26; 45:6, 7). 


The Historical Setting 


The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ 
into the world began a new era in hu- 
man history. In Him the ages :divide 
into what we call B.C. (Before Christ) 
and A.D. (Anno Domini—in the year 
of our Lord). There was a miscalcula- 
tion of four years made by early chron- 


* ologists. Actually, Jesus was born four 


years before the first year of the new 
count. The error was the result of 
faulty information as to the time of the 
death of Herod the Great. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:8—“Shepherds abiding in the 
field.” This was near the city of Da- 
vid, Bethlehem. The same field is still 
used as pasturage for sheep, so little 
have conditions changed throughout the 
centuries. 


Verse 9.—“The angel of the Lord came 
upon them.” A new dispensation was 
about to be ushered in, so angelic. min- 
istry was prominent. An angel had ap- 
peared to Zacharias in the Temple (Luke 
1:11) and to Mary at Nazareth (Luke 
1:26). Now a host of angels announced 
the birth of the promised Saviour. All 
Heaven was moved because of this great 
event. 


Verse 10.—“I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” 


It was the proclamation of a salvation 
that was to be made available for all 
men everywhere, not only for Israel, the 
people of the covenant. 

Verse 11—“Unto you is born ...a 
Saviour.” This is the Gospel message. 
The Lord Jesus Christ did not come 
simply to be a teacher, a prophet, or a 


way-shower, though He was indeed all- 


of these and more. But He came to be 
a Saviour. He did not come to show 
men how they might save themselves 
from the wretched plight into which 
their sins had put them. He came to 
put away-sin by the sacrifice of Himself 
(Heb. 9:26) and so to save all who trust 
in Him (Heb. 7:25). 7 


Verse 12.—“Ye shall find the babe... 
lying in a manger.” Thus did God come 
down to earth in the person of His Son 
—born in a stable among the cattle, 
for “there was no room ... in the inn.” 


Heb. 1:1.—“‘God ... spake... by the 
prophets.” During all the Old Testa- 
ment dispensations, God had made 
known His mind and revealed His will 
through divinely inspired prophets, who 
were commissioned to teach others and 
many of whose writings have been pre- 
served for us (1 Pet. 1:10, 11; 2 Pet. 
1:21). 


Verse 2.—“Hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by his Son.” That is, 
no intermediary is now the agent to 
make God known. He has come to us 
speaking directly by, or in, the Son, who 
is coequal with the Father, appointed by 
Him, as Man, to be “heir of all things,” 
because it was through Him the worlds 
(ages) were made. 


Verse 3.—“Being the brightness of his 
glory, and the express image of his per- 
son.” In Jesus Christ we see the efful- 
gence of the divine majesty shining out. 
He is the exact expression of the divine 
character. God is exactly like Jesus, for 
Jesus is God manifest in the flesh. He 
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Lesson for December 24 


has settled the sin question by making 
purification for sin on the cross, and 
now having completed His appointed 
work, He, as the glorified Man, has taken 
His seat on the throne of the Father. 
What more could be added to declare 
His absolute equality with God? 

Verse 4.—“Made so much better than 
the angels.” All angels are but created 
beings, who serve in accordance with 
the divine plan. Jesus is the uncreated 
Son who took our humanity (apart from 
its sin) in order to accomplish redemp- 
tion. Now He occupies a higher place 
than angels can ever have. His is a 
“more excellent name” than theirs. He 
is the only begotten Son made the First- 
born from among the dead (Col. 1:18). 


1 John 1:1—“That which was from 
the beginning . . . the Word of life.” 
This is the One of whom John writes 
in the fourth Gospel (chap. 1:1-4). He 
had been known intimately by His apos- 
tles, of whom John was perhaps the 
only one remaining alive. Seen, looked 
upon:intently, handled and known to be 
no. phantom, but a real man in a true 
human body, He was the Word of Life 
incarnate. 


Verse 2.—“The life was manifested.” 
That eternal life, which was with the 
Father, was seen on earth in all its full- 
ness in the person of the Son become 
flesh. 


Verse 3.—“That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you.” This 
was the apostolic message — making 
Christ known to men in order that those 
once estranged from God might, through 
the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, be 
brought into fellowship with the Father 
and the Son. 


Verse 4.—“These things write we... 
that your joy may be full.” It is the 
realization of these precious truths that 
fills the heart with joy and gives con- 
fidence and peace. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God’s greatest gift to mankind was 
the sending of His own Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, into the world. In no 
other way could He have made Himself 
fully known to us. Only by assuming 
our humanity, without relinquishing in 
any sense His own deity, could He have 
revealed Himself in all that He is. He 
became man in order that He might die, 
and on the cross He finished the work 
whereby our sins; may be purged and 
the fullest fellowship enjoyed between 
God and redeemed sinners. Apart from 
the Incarnation, God had remained hid- 
den from our view. Apart from redemp- 
tion, we could never have been freed 
from sin’s guilt and power. 


A Lesson Outline 


WHEN AND WHERE Curist Was Born 
The watching shepherds (Luke 2:8) 
The glory of the Lord (v. 9) 

The joyous announcement (v. 10) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 17.—Christian Living at 
fe EES Galatians 5:22 to 6:10 
Next Week's Lesson 


14. December 31.—The Basis of Cour- 
age for the Future. Matthew 
16:13-20; 2 Peter 3:14-18; 1 John 3:1-3 




















The Saviour’s birth (v. 11) 
His lowly nativity (v. 12) 





God speaking through prophets (Heb. 
1:1) 

God fully told out in the Son (v. 2) 

The Son, the exact expression of the 
Father (v. 3) 

The Lord Jesus exalted above angels 
(v. 4) 





The reality of Christ’s humanity (1 John 
1:1) 

Eternal life made visible (v. 2) 

The resulting fellowship (v. 3) 

Fullness of joy for believers (v. 4) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

God Speaking in the Son. Our Lord 
is called the Word. It is by our words 
that we give expression to what is in 
our hearts. In Christ Jesus, God has 
told out all that was in His heart. Nature 
reveals much of the power and wisdom 
of God. It is the Incarnation that makes 
known His love for mankind. The In- 
carnation was the first step toward the 
cross. There the righteousness of God 
was manifested and His love enabled to 
go forth without hindrance in the salva- 
tion of sinners. 

“From the Beginning.” This expres- 
sion, with which the first Epistle of John 
opens, is not the same as “In the begin- 
ning,” with which the Gospel is intro- 
duced. The latter refers to the past 
eternity. The former to the beginning 
of Christianity. Note how frequently 
the expression is used in John’s first and 
second Letters. See 1 John 2:7, 13, 14, 24 
(twice); 3:11; 2 John 5, 6. In each in- 
stance it refers definitely to that which 
had been made known from the begin- 
ning of the Christian Era, and which 
we are responsible to maintain to the 
end. 


Summaries and Applications 


Luke’s Gospel opens with a burst of 
praise. Angels and shepherds, Zacharias, 
Mary, and Blisabeth, Simeon and Anna 
are all praising God for the great events 
that ushered in the new age of grace. 

When God came down to earth, He did 
not appear as a mighty monarch striking 
terror into the hearts of guilty men, but 
as a little Babe lying in a manger, ex- 
pressing the tenderness of His' love for 
mankind and committing Himself, as it 
were, to their care. 

If we find ourselves wondering just 
what God is like, and how He looks at 
things and estimates our ways and our 
motives, we only need to get better ac- 
quainted with the Lord Jesus, as He is 
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presented in the Word, to understand and 
to have our perplexities removed. 

Eternal life is divine life. It is not 
natural life prolonged. It is a new life 
altogether, so far as we are concerned 
—the very life of the Eternal One com- 
municated to us when we believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


CHICAGO. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY did Jesus come to earth? 


2. Why is not the Incarnation suffi- 
cient without the cross? 


3. What is the difference between God 
speaking by prophets and speaking in His 
Son? 

4. What is meant by Christ being the ex- 
press image of God’s person? 

5. Who are the only people who have any 
real right to Christmas joy? 

6. How can Christmas be joyous when we 
are surrounded with sorrow? 


7. When will joy come in all its fullness 
to the world? 


8. How does God speak to us now? 
(Answers on page 920) 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Two Babies—For unto you is born 
this day . . . a Saviour (Luke 2:11). 
The catechism tells us, “Man’s chief end 
is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever.” This “Corner” would say, “The 
Youth’s chief end is to have a good 
time.” And further, this “Corner” would 
say, “God wants both man and youth 
to have this good time.” And since 
“good time” is just a modern name for 
“joy” that is what this lesson is all 
about. 

In the old days when Coatesville was 
a village there were no electric lights, 
automobiles, movies, flying machines, 
radios, washing machines, and so on. 
Eggs were 20 to 25 cents a dozen, butter 
the same per pound. Bacon, six cents 
a pound. Common labor was a dollar 
a day of ten hours; and mechanics, $2.50.- 
And everybody seemed to be happy and 
having a “good time” living. 

Every now and then a young fellow 
in shop or mill would turn up with a 
grin on his face and lilt in his voice, 
“It’s a boy!” And we would all share 
Dad’s joy. In fact, all Midway shared 
the Miller joy. Mother Ridgway, as 
was the custom, probably had a part 
in the arrival of the youngster. 

Once upon a time, some 1,944 years 
ago, another “boy” came into this world. 
He arrived in a barn. His father also 
worked in a shop, since he was a coun- 
try carpenter. But there was no “fuss 


and feathers” about it; so far as we 
know, in Bethlehem village. 

But out on the Bethlehem hills with 
the sheep there were the greatest “go- 
ings on” that ever accompanied the birth 
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of a baby. The Angel of the Lord was 
in charge of this greatest event in the 
world’s history. And the Angel of the 
Lord had a choir of angels singing, 
“Glory to God ... good will toward 
men.” 

In this Baby in the Bethlenem barn, 
coming into the world under heavenly 
care, was laid “The Ground of Univer- 
sal Joy.” And here is a fact we can 
all rejoice over: Miller the machinist’s 
baby boy could grow up to be a brother 
of Joseph the carpenter’s boy, because, 
through the Bethlehem boy, the Miller 
boy could become also a son of God 
(John 1:12, 13; 1 John 3:2; Heb. 2:11). 


God Would Give You a “Good Time.” 
[God] hath in these last days spoken 
unto us by his Son... by whom also 
he made the worlds (Heb. 1:2). When 
God created man he made him in His 
own likeness and therefore a joyous 
product. To this end He put him in a 
home known as the “garden of Eden.” 
But Old Joy-Killer Satan, with his lie, 
spoiled the plan. 

One of our stores used to have a sign 
showing a dead dog. The sign read, 
“Poor Trust is dead; Bad Pay killed 
him.” At Eden there was no sign, but 
an angel with a flaming sword stood at 
the gate (Gen. 3:24). You know the 
sad story of unhappiness and evil, end- 
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ing with destruction by the Flood. 

God wanted the new race to be a 
joyous people, but in course of time 
they let go of God. Then came Moses 
to speak for God and to tell his people 
the way to have a “good time.” 

Take the Sabbath plan of one in seven 
for example. Fail to rest one day in 
seven and down you go. Fail to slow 
down one year in seven, and old Mr. 
“Panic” will slow you down. Then there 
was the matter of hygiene and food re- 
striction to keep the people healthy and 
joyful. The infidel called these “The 
Mistakes of Moses.” 'Then Medical Sci- 
ence stepped in and in this modern day 
and showed us that most of our diseases 
are caused by “bugs” (germs). Dr. 
Pasteur was his name. 

David was inspired by Heaven in his 
songs. All through his songs he demon- 
strates how God desires His people to 
be full of joy. These songs follow 
Moses’ explicit directions like a sweet 
dessert after a good meal. 

Moses cries, “Happy art thou .. . 
O people saved by the Lord” (Deut. 33: 
29). And David echoes, “The king shall 
joy ...O Lord... in thy salvation” 
(Psa. 21:1Y. This joyous note is in Psalm 
after Psalm. Then come the prophets. 
Isaiah shouts, “The redeemed of the Lord 
shall ... come with singing ... and ever- 
lasting joy” (Isa. 51:11). 
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Lesson for December 24 


But alas, all the pains of Moses and 
David and Isaiah were of no avail. Be- 
cause of disobedience and sin the Chil- 
dren of Israel were carried away to 
where they could hang their harps on 
the willows and weep. They had a brief 
moment of joy with Nehemiah, “God had 
made them rejoice with great joy” (Neh. 
12:43). God wanted them to keep it up, 
but in vain. So later He sent His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, to make it pos- 
sible for them to have real joy. 


Jesus Giving a “Good Timeé.”—These 
things write we unto you, that: your 
joy may be full (1 John 1:4). This 
“Corner” is contending that God wants, 
above all else, those who belong to 
Him, to have the “fullness of joy,” which 
means, in the vernacular, to have “a 
good time.” It has just been shown 
in the former paragraph that the Old 
Testament is full of the proof of this. 
Now here comes the last of the disciples 
affirming the same thing for the Gos- 
pels of the New Testament. And in this 
case, not only “joy” but abundance of it. 

It was the “Corner’s” intention to set 
down a sermonette on this New Testa- 
ment evidence, but lawyers and tem- 
perance lecturers like to have an “ex- 
hibit” in the case. An “exhibit” is more 
telling with jury and audience than 
argument. 

So I propose to show, through a fel- 
low I know, that if you “tie up,” “stand 
in,” and “go along” with the Lord Jesus, 
He will give you the joy of your life 
here and the genuine “good time” in the 
world to come. I offer no apologies for 
personalities. I know the fellow well. 
Been living with him for 88 years. His 
name is Ridgway. Graduated from col- 
lege at 19, a smart aleck, near atheist. 
Liked to ask the church people religious 
questions neither they nor anyone else 
can answer. 

Got into politics. Probably could have 
gone far, as he was one of the lieutenants 
of the Big Boss of the State. Never made 
a real political friend worth having. 
They are all dead, and all died with 
nothing in this world and it is feared 
nothing in the next. Politics, unlike 
Christianity, rarely pays. 

Then the late Dr. Huston got him to 
Northfield and in touch with Moody, 
Sankey, and George Stebbins. He came 
to know the Lord Jesus and began to 
read what the Lord had to say. His 
college, while it gave him no religion, 
had taught him how to estimate printed 
words. “This book is true or it isn’t 


true.” He was convinced the Gospel was . 


true. And then he got busy and took a 
permanent job with the Lord. 

And, according to the many promises, 
the “fun” began, and he has not only 
had long years of “your-joy-may-be- 
full,” but he has a regular Angel of the 
Lord assignment with its happy service. 

Now listen, young fellow: when this 


is printed he will have taught the Iron. 
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Rose Class of men 55 years; had Rock 
Run Mission 51 years; have written the 
Corner 37 years. He has hundreds of 
real friends, high and low, all over the 
world. He is busy attending functions 
and dinners, and, like Tom Sawyer, lis- 
tens to his own funeral sermons! He 
is lovingly called “Uncle Billy,” and in- 
stead of being just an ornamental an- 
tique, every day he has “the time of his 
life”! Job 11:17; Psalm 92:14; John 
15:11. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 
A ae and explaining the conditions under which 
illustrations are  e may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 > vee for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 

advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli from ny A “TMustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 


fimit the . mt ssubmaitied on each = to 
illustrations 

Worth senndandniaes I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people (Luke 2:10, Golden 
Text). Several years ago an ocean 
steamer was dashed against the rocks 
off the coast of Newfoundland and 
nearly all the passengers lost their lives. 
A telegram was sent to a home in De- 
troit announcing the drowning of the 
young man of the household. All hearts 
were burdened with grief and sorrow 
and sadness. But a few hours afterward 
there came a second message that said, 
“Saved.” It was signed by the young 
man himself. That dispatch brought 
such gladness to the wife and mother 
that they had it framed and hung on 
the wall of the home. That beautiful 
message that was sent from Heaven on 
the first Christmas morning announced 
the birth of the new-born Saviour. It 
was sent out as “good tidings of great 
joy.” Such a glad message as this should 
be cherished and framed in the hearts 
of all who hear the good news.—From 
the Presbyterian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Murray, Nebr. 


Enough for Every Day—Feér not 
(Luke 2:10). There are 365 “fear nots” 
in the Bible, or one for every day of 
the year.—From the Christian. Digest. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Firthcliffe, N. Y. 


His Own Sacrifice Not Enough.—For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour (Luke 2:11). A 
Christian woman visited a badly 
wounded soldier in a large military hos- 
pital. A nurse, entering, said to him, 
“You have no need'to worry over your 
sins; anyone who gives his life for his 
country, as you have, is all right.” The 
man smiled faintly, but shook his head 
and said: “Ah, that is a mistake! When 


I lay out there in the open, I knew I had 
done my bit; I hadn’t failed my king 
and country; but that didn’t help me to 
face God. -I wasn’t fit to die, and I knew 
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Hymn 
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Denver Bible Institute 
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LEO LAPP, Dean 
Set to train workers for the Lord’s harvest 

Come to this ideal Bible training school 
.»n the “mile high” city under the shadow 
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Write for particulars and free copy of 
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magazine — official publication of the In- 
stitute. 
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and scholarly Bible exposition. David L. 
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it, and it has been an awful trouble to 
me every day since. But just now, as 
I heard that lady’s prayer, I saw the 
Lord Jesus had been punished for all 
my sins, that I might go free, and such 
peace has come into my heart! How 
wonderful of Him to come to die for 
the likes of me! No, I'll not be afraid 
to die now, because He has forgiven me.” 
—From Wonderful Word. Sent by L. G. 
James, Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


As They Read of Him.—God .. . hath 
a "spoken unto us by his Son (Heb. 
1:1, 2). Mr. Reichart, a missionary to 
the Jews in Cairo, undertook to be a 
depository of the Bible Society. One 
day he had a visit from some Arabian 
Jews from a remote district of Arabia. 
They had heard of the shop where the 
Holy Law could be bought and they 
came for Hebrew Old Testaments. Mr. 


and Reichart very gladly supplied them, and 


before fastening the box, with earnest 
prayer, he put in a Hebrew New Testa- 
ment. They went away like Joseph’s 
brethren, and then later they brought a 
letter to the Christian priest of Cairo 
from their rabbi. It was to say how 
highly they valued the beautiful copies 
of the Law, Prophets, and Psalms, but 
also to say that they had found along 
with them, to their surprise, another 
book in the holy tongue, and that they 
had never heard of its existence, and 
that the Person 6f whom it spoke had 
never crossed their knowledge before; 
and as they read of Him, with one mind 
they had come to the conclusion that 
He was Israel’s Messiah. “From that 
day,” said the rabbi, “our prayers to the 
God of Israel shall go up evermore in the 
name of Messiah Jesus.”—From Chris- 
tian Workers. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


Nothing to Fear—The express image 
of his person (Heb. 1:3). A chaplain 
knelt beside a wounded soldier. “Chap- 
lain, what is God like?” the soldier 
asked. “God is like Jesus,” was the 
chaplain’s reply. “Well, then I have 
nothing to fear,” said the soldier and 
closed his eyes. —From “How to Face 
Life,” by Charles F. Banning. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


No Room for Life.—These things write 
we unto you, that your joy may be full 
(1 John 1:4). I say to my friend, “Be 
a Christian.” That means to be a full 
man. And he says, “I have not time to 
be a Christian, I have not room. If my 
life were not so full! What time is 
there for me to be a Christian?” No 
time to be a Christian! It is as if the 
engine had said, “I have no room for 
the steam.” It is as if the tree had said, 
“I have no room for the sap.” It is as if 
the ocean had said, “I have no room for 
the tide.” It is as if the man had said, 
“I have no room for my soul.” It is as 
if life had said, “I have no time to live,” 
when it is life. Life is the.thing we 
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seek, and man finds it in the fulfillment 
of his life joy by Jesus Christ.”"—From 
Phillips Brooks, in the Watchman-Ex- 
aminer. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Newfane, N. Y. 

‘ w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this Christmas season 
finds, in some homes, a blue star 
in the window. The star tells that one 
of the members of that home is in the 
armed forces of our nation at war. In 
some cases there are several stars. Some 
stars have turned to gold during the 
past year, which means that the Christ- 
mas joy in that home will be accom- 
panied by heartache. 
But it is much more pleasant to think 
of the home where the one represented 
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Lesson for December 24 


by the star is back home for Christmas 
on a furlough visit. There, indeed, is 
joy. How fortunate that Christmas and 
furlough could come at the same time! 
The long-time absentee is home for a 
visit. How it has been longed for and 
looked forward to! Now the hope is 
realized and the word “visit” has a fresh 
and new meaning to the home with the 
star in the window. 

I want you to hold that word “visit” 
in the center of your thought today, 
fellows, for it is closely related to Christ- 
mas in a very wonderful way. Our 
Scripture lesson is taken from the sec- 
ond chapter of Luke. Of all descriptions 
of the birth of Jesus Christ it is the 
most beautiful and most universally read 
at Christmas time. But turn back into 
the first chapter and read the 68th and 
78th verses: “Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel; for he hath visited and re- 
deemed his people. . . . Whereby the 
dayspring from on high hath visited us.” 
Then look at chapter 7, verse 16: “... 
and they glorified God, saying, That a 
great prophet is risen up among us; and, 
That God hath visited his people” (italics 
mine). Here is a Visit, with a capital 
V. It is not from the President of the 
US., nor from some great potentate of 
a foreign empire; but it is a visit made 
by the Lord God Almighty, Creator of 
the universe. For what? To “redeem 
his people.” From what? From the 
penalty of eternal death for sin. To 
whom? To His people. And who are 
His people? You and I are His people. 
Does He come, on this visit, only to the 
capital of the nation where those of us 
who can may go to meet and receive 
Him? No, He comes to your home and 
to mine; and if we have no home, He 
comes wherever we are. 

The star of Bethlehem hung in the 
sky, the signal that the Redeemer had 
come. The Father is visiting in the per- 
son of His Son, Jesus Christ. And He 
brings a Gift—the gift of eternal life 
through salvation in His name. What 
a Visit! What a gift! And God hung 
a star in the window of His sky —the 
star of Bethlehem, talisman of peace and 
joy. One must look at that star to get 
the real meaning of Christmas. It her- 
alds the Visitor who brings the richest 
of all gifts: redemption from sin — eter- 
nal life. “This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased,” said God the 
Father. “And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard,” says Peter, 
“when we were with him in the holy 
mount. We have also a more sure word 
of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts” (2 
Pet. 1:17-19). 


JACKSONVILLE, N. C. 


CurisTIAN Yours is the TImMEs paper 
for young people. Write for sample copy. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord 
Jesus, Thou didst come into a world 
which was in great need of Thyself, a 
world of that day filled with the fierce 
struggles of men at war with one an- 
other. Today the songs that tell of the 
blessings of peace bring deep longing 
to the human heart, and to many a lis- 
tener bring voices of a peace that this 
world has seldom known. The light 
shining from the heavens on Bethlehem 
brought a new day to the peoples of 
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Thousands say“rr’s THEBEST!” 
Higley’s 1945 Commentary gives 
you 22 outstanding features. Indis- 
pensable to teachers and ‘older sta- 
. > dents. Strongly Evangelical. Based 

a on International Uniform lessons. 


TRUE we WHOLE BIBLE 


“The best Dollar’s worth for the average teacher.” 

Moody Church News.‘‘A library of aidsin one volume.”’ 

Arkansas Baptist. Truly spiritual—makes teaching 

easier. 820 pages, nearly 300,000 words. Attractive cloth 

binding with colored jacket. Money-Back guarantee. 
from your Bookseller or Direct 
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As my CHRISTMAS offering to these needy 
children, | am glad to enclose 
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EXTEND YouR CHRISTMAS Joy 
To THESE CHILDREN’ 


Give and get the great satisfaction of fulfilling Jesus’ 
words, “Cleanse the Lepers.” This command applies to 
the children of leprous parents as well. 


Make yourself and these children happy by a Christ- 


THE AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, inc. 


Room 8-D — 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 


( Complete care of an adult, one year. .$40 


AIDS ALL DENOMINATIONS AND FAITH MISSIONS 
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These children are as yet untainted by leprosy, and with 
Christian care and proper precaution may be kept from 
a living death. Remember when you give unto one of 
the least of these you give unto Him. 








(0 Complete care of a child, one year. .$30 


(1) Medicine for one year............. $5 
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WAR OR PEACE? 
PEACE OR WAR? 


“Geo ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 


Our armies are coming home soon, layin 
=— their arms, with their tas 
one. 


Our missionaries are returning to Euro 
eir task, is never done. e 
Word of God and the Gospel 
preaching will continue until 


The Prince of Peace returns to rule, ac 
ae to the promises which He 
made. 


Ask for a ‘free copy of “The European Har- 
vest Field” with its continued story of mis- 
sionary labors in the countries of Europe, and 
send your gifts to the: 

AMERICAN-EUROPEAN 
FELLOWSHIP 


156 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N. Y. 
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earth wherever the name of the Lord 
Jesus might be heard and honcred. As 
we offer gifts to one another in. our 
homes, and elsewhere, may we do so in 
the name of the Holy One whose coming 
brought joy and light wherever that 
name is heard and honored around the 
world. We ask this in Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was in a simple 
American home that the little children 
were giving expression to their thought 
of Christmas Day. In trying to express 
what the angels had said to the shep- 
herds, one of the children spoke up in 
a clear, reassuring voice as he remem- 
bered the story of that first Christmas 
Day, “Don’t be afraid, boys, we are only 
lighting up.” Indeed as he saw in imag- 
ination the shepherds and their flocks 
on that distant field, touched now with 
that heavenly light, he thought that they 
need not be frightened by the glory; nor 
do we need to be in our day, for the 
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angels were just “lighting up” so that 
the earth might see something of the 
heavenly glory that came on that holy 
night. Can we estimate the joy that 
came with Him who is the Morning 
Star? Shall we ever be able to tell the 
full story of Him who brought immor- 
tality to light, and scattered the darkness 
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of earth with the coming of that light? 
In the midst of our joys on Christmas 
Day let us give praise to Him who alone 
made that day possible, as he gave to 
earth His Christmas gift. Let us thank 
Him today in prayer, and in song, and 
by the devotion that we have as we try 
to carry His name wherever we may 
go. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
“ 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


“ey eg eng again! It has been a 
long time since last Christmas, the 
children think, and not so long for us 
who are older. All the people will be 
celebrating Christmas, but many of then’ 
never think of what it means. Some 
really have no idea what started Christ- 
mas. Be sure your class knows. 

The story we began last week and the 
secret the angel Gabriel told Mary was 
the beginning. It all came true. Mary 
and her husband, Joseph, went from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem to be taxed, and 
while ‘they were there, the promised 
Babe came. Some of you can under- 
stand how crowded Bethlehem was, with 
all the crowd coming to be taxed, be- 
cause you have been in some town 
lately where there simply was no room 
any place, it seemed. That was the way 


it was there. Some people today are 


living in garages and barns, any place 
to get shelter. 

The only place vacant that night in 
Bethlehem was the stable. And so 
Mary’s Babe was born there, and laid in 
the manger for a crib. It was a very 
poor place for a baby, and if the other 
people had known who the Babe was, 
I think there would have been a better 
place for Him. They didn’t know; 
thought it was some little country 
woman from Galilee having her baby 
there. Too bad, but they couldn’t do 
anything about it. 

But that same night the whole place 
was disturbed by shepherds who had 
seen a vision of angels, and had been 
told to go to Bethlehem, and they would 
find the Babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and lying in a manger. And 
they had come to worship Him, for the 


angel had told them that He was-Christ - 
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the Lord. Surely this must have made 
some people think and wonder. 

Don’t you think the innkeeper later 
found a room for them in the inn? Some 
days later the Wise Men came from the 
east, and they followed the star which 
came and stood over the house where 
the Babe lay. And they, too, had come 
to worship Him, and they brought Him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

And His mother saw all these things 
and wondered over them, and kept 
them in her heart. 

So we have Christmas because Jesus 
Christ was born in Bethlehem. When 
we have our gifts and our trees and our 
Christmas programs, let us remember 
why Christmas is. And we can do 
something to make it a real celebration 
by doing something for others. 

Perhaps there have never .been so 
many heavy hearts in our country as 
there are now, and any message of cheer 
and help will be worth while. There 
have never been so many children out 
of their homes and in poor housing sit- 
uations, and there has never been a 
time when there were so few things for 
children —playthings, toys, clothing. 
So if you have anything you can pass 
along or share with others, make a 
Christmas gift of it. Use your heads and 
think of things you can give to others. 
Some of the nicest gifts ever given are 
the least in money cost, but they cost 
time and love. 

Every child in the class can do some- 
thing for others at this time. Let them 
make some suggestions themselves, and 
you can supplement them with ideas of 
your own. Make it a real Christmas. 

And above all, let us not forget to 
give out the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for that is the very best gift 
you can give to anybody. 

Mopsesto, CaLir. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HERE were in a church in America, 
boys and girls attending Sunday 
school and learning the Word of God. 
Their teacher said to them, “Have you 
heard the good news? Isn’t it grand!” 
“What good news?” the children 
chorused eagerly. “Why, your Saviour 
was born in Bethlehem!” “Oh, that; 
we've known that for years. That’s no 
special news,” disappointed voices re- 
plied. Is that the-way you boys and 
girls feel on this day before Christmas? 
How many of you’ have a daddy or 
a brother fighting in Europe or the 
South Pacific? It would be a pretty sad 
Christmas if you should get word from 
the Government that he had been killed 
in-action. You’d forget all the fun of 
Christmas. Then suppose, on New Year’s 
Day you got a telegram from Washing- 
ton saying that the first message was all 
a.mistake, and Daddy was alive and 
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well. I guess that would be some special, 
good news, wouldn’t it? You'd jump up 
and down and rush to tell the neigh- 
bors, and wonder why Mother was cry- 
ing. Maybe next year Daddy comes 
home. Then you all settle down to live 
together. As time goes by, you forget 
somewhat the thrill of that New Year’s 
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WHAT MEN MUST BELIEVE 


By David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D. 
“A book by a scholar admirably equipped 
for his task . . . will push out intellectual 
and spiritual horizons.”—Moody Monthly. 
\Fascinating, challenging — clears confused 
thinking. 532 pages. Cloth, $2.50. Order today 
BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept.T. Los Angeles 31, Calif, 
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Opens for you matchless 
resources of sacred song. 


TABERNACLE HYMNS 


NuMBER FOUR 


% Richer and fuller in its scope and 
treatment of foundation truths than its 
famous predecessors. Here are the ‘old 
favorites’, many new numbers, and songs 
revived to meet present evangelical needs. 
Just the practical all-purpose book of deep 
spiritual power you have long awaited. 


Years in Preparation 


“TABERNACLE HYMNS NUMBER 
FOUR” is ‘without an equal’. Only our 
years of experience in developing the Tab- 
ernacle Hymns series, our unexampled 
opportunity to study the musical needs 
and preferences of churches all over the 
land and our patient research and long 
planning has made this great book possi- 
ble—truly the Song Book of the Nation. 

Compare it with any other in musical 
content, quality of manufacture and char- 
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acter of binding and you 
will be convinced of its 
surpassing worth. Satis- 
fies young and old— 
trained musicians, pas- 
tors,churchmembersand 
Sunday School children. 


Name. 









Features and 
Advantages 


® Many new songs, new ar 
rangements or revivals, 78 in all. 


e Contains instrumental numbers 
for preludes, etc. 


e Strong special days section. 


e Topic Index of Scripture read- 
ings—a new exclusive feature. 


e More complete Topical Index 
of songs—91 headings. 


e Two binding colors —green 
and maroon. 


e Round or shaped note editions. 
e Complete orchestration. 








Attractive cloth covers, 
strongly bound. Attractive 
low price, $55 a 100, not 
prepaid. Sample copy, on 
request. Mail coupon NOW. 
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Please send me Free sample of your new and 
beautiful ‘“Tabernacle Hymns Number Four.”’ 
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Day when you first learned the good 
news that Daddy was really alive in- 
stead.of dead, but you’d still be awfully 
hai when you did think of it. 

. Death was very, very sad before the 
Lord Jesus came. God had said, “The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. 18: 
4). All men sinned and all died. How- 
ever, God had given promise of a Sav- 
iour to come. So those who believed 
God rejoiced that night when angels 
brought word that He had come. Yes, 
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‘ 
only a Baby, who looked like any other 
baby. But the Baby grew up. He told 
those who wanted to be safe from death 
that if they believed in Him they would 
have eternal life and not die (quote 
John 3:16); He was dying in their place. 
When they believed in Him, they were 
born again with a new life which the 
death of the outside body could not hurt. 
Once born —twice to die. 
Twice born — once to die. 
(Explain the meaning of the above.) 
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You may not be able to remember when 
you were born into God’s family; you 
may have known about the Lord Jesus 
and loved Him as far back as you can 
remember. You cannot remember your 
first birth, either, can you? But you 
know you must have been born because 
here you are! 

You can see now why the good news 
of that first Christmas is good news for 
you now—if you and Daddy both be- 
lieve in Him. Isn’t it wonderful news 
when you stop to think of it? What was 
the second fruit in last week’s lesson? 
(Joy.) Let’s hum softly “Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come.” 

If you’re not sure whether Daddy is 
a Christian, why don’t you write him 
a letter telling him about the Christ- 
mas good news? What would you say 
in it? What Bible verses could you use? 
Of course, you will pray for him, too. 

Bible alphabet verses: W— “Whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall 
never die” (John 11:26). X—’Xcept a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). 

BuckspPort, MAINE. 


w 
This Week's Questions Answered 


7 (The questions are on page 913) 
1. He came to reveal the Father and to 
redeem us from our sins. 


2. In the Incarnation we see God revealed, 
but in the work of the cross our sins are 
dealt with. 


3. Through the prophets a partial revela- 
tion was given. In the Son God tells out 
all His heart. 


4. It meahs that He is the exact expres- 
sion of the divine character. 

5. Those who have accepted God’s Gift 
— Jesus Christ —as their own Saviour. 

6. Joy may not be hilarious, but it can 
become a deep-seated peace, and an out- 


ward expression of friendly cheer because 
Christ is ours. 


7. When Christ returns. 


8. By His Word, His Holy Spirit, conse- 
crated Christian friends, providential cir- 
cumstances, and by answered prayer. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Curist-CENTERED JOY 


HEN the message came from the 

angels that first Christmas night, 
they did not speak of Christ’s other at- 
tributes. They announced what an un- 
saved world needed most, a Saviour. 
Then, because a Saviour was born, they 
could praise and glorify God. We, like 
the shepherds, must see Him, the Son of 
man, as Saviour, before we can praise 
Him for His majesty and heritage men- 
tioned in Hebrews (chap. 1). Christ 
could not come to earth in the full power 
of His heavenly state. He had to be- 
come one of us in order that we might 
understand Him, and in order that by 




















Lesson for December 24 


His death He might make us one with 
Himself. 

Each new Christmas brings a new 
time to get acquainted with Him, and 
new opportunities to witness. Like the 
angels and the shepherds, let us fill our 
minds with Christ, our center of gen- 
uine, inflowing, outflowing joy. 

Can you remember the most joyous 
experience of your life? Was it con- 
nected with friends, with an honor, with 
an accomplishment, with your accept- 
ance of Christ? What kind of joy does 
Christ give to us? He gives a sense of 
lightness and freedom because sin is no 
longer going to haunt and oppress us. 
Have you experienced this type of joy? 
Do you believe that He died for you, and 
that the power of His blood which was 
shed on Calvary has cleansing, life-giv- 
ing power today? This morning I gave 
a pint of blood so that some unknown 
wounded, suffering person, at a distant 
time, in a distant place, might receive 
newness of life; but for eternal life that 
person will need Christ, and it is our 
prayer that he might meet the Lord. 

If you do know Him as your Saviour, 
do you know Him also as God’s all- 
glorious Son, your Lord? Christ gives 
the satisfying realization of His presence, 
comfort, and stimulation that His: Spirit 
alone can supply. We may not have an 
exuberant “feeling” all of the time, but 
we may have a faith that His Word is 
true, and He will do what He has said 
with our lives. 

He makes us feel like carrying on 
when our hopes are low; and as we sur- 
render these human. wills to Him, He 
has power to radiate through us the 
glory of His personality. 

Christmas joy is twofold. We receive 
it from Christ and others, and we must 
return it to Him and to them. 

What are some factors that might hin- 
der the expression of this joy? Our 
hearts may be heavy with sorrow, or 
with the comradeship of relatives or 
friends who are not wholly Christian 
in their tastes and testimony; or we may 
fail through selfishness or carelessness 
to find someone who needs friendship 
and cheer. Is there ever a Christmas 
when we cannot find one whose heart 
needs to be gladdened? The custom of 
giving baskets to the needy may not be 
as necessary now as it was a few years 
ago, but always, in big cities, or small 
villages, when others are gay with 
friends and fun, there is some lonely, 
needy heart close by that needs you to 
help bring a smile, and the assurance 
that someone cares. You may have a 
neighbor who has never known that the 
Babe of Bethlehem is interested in her, 
and your testimony may be the means 
of winning that one for Christ. 

“We spent Christmas afternoon with 
relatives who are not Christian,” said a 
friend last year, “and spent the evening 
in fellowship with Christian friends.” 
Must you do that, too? Of course we 
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PROPHECY MONTHLY 


BOILED - DOWN HANDBOOK— 
WORLD EVENTS and Prophecy — 
Poche: by Research Staff of ican 

hetic e, Inc. Keeps you up-to- 
the-minute with d dable information 
bearing on prophetic developments. 
Read around the world by Pre-millennial 
teachers. On account of paper allotment, 
only a few more subscriptions can be 
accepted this year. - Price $1.00. 


“Book Bulletin” free on request 


American Prophetic League, Ine. 


Box BB, Sta. Eagle Rock Los Angeles 41, Callf, 
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Christmas Gifts § 

§ Are you having difficulty finding some § 

® inexpensive little gift for that old friend 

© of yours? Here are afew helpful and 

ans books that may just your 
. need. 


A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 
Composed by 
Philip E. Howard 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 


A collection of heart-stirring poems. 
Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 
A Chemist and His Bible 
By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


, A masterful booklet of apologetics on \ 
< the truth and wonders of the Bible. § 


\ Paper bound, 25 cents postpaid : 
’ Christ, The Apostles and Wine ¢ 
\ By Ernest Gordon ‘ 


Excellent treatise about the wine 
used at Cana. 


x Paper bound, 25 cents postpaid 

x By Philip E. Howard : 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. ‘ 
All Christians will be interested in this brief § 
§ biography of the former Editor-in-Chief of 3 
% The Sunday Schoo! Times. 
& Seventy-one bound in attractive dark 4 
B red cloth with gilt letering : 
. Seventy-five cents, postpaid ; 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 18th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 
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must share Christmas with our folks 
whether they are Christians or not; and 
we should seek someone, too, who can 
help us think of Christ. Surely, for 
home folks, service boys and girls, mis- 
sionaries serving in hard places alone, 
or those who are enjoying so much se- 
curity that spiritual needs may be 
crowded out, for all of us, Christmas 
has its challenge to keep faith with the 
One whom it represents. Let “Merry 
Christmas” mean “Remember Christ.” 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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Sunday, December 24 
The Star of Brotherhood 
(Matt. 2:1-10) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 


HERE have been many speculations 

since the star of Bethlehem shone 
over the Judzan hills, nineteen hun- 
dred and more years ago, as to just what 
it was. Some have suggested that it 
was a conjunction, or apparent coming 
together, of two or more of our bright- 
est planets. Others think it was a spe- 
cial nova, which under God’s direction 
flared out to attract the attention of the 
Wise Men from the East. But the fact 
is that we are not told in God’s Word 
what this star was. All we know is that 
it guided the Magi, first to Judea, and 
then to Bethlehem. 


Has it evér occurred to you, however, 
that of all the persons whose eyes must 
have been turned to the heavens night 
after night in those days of old, only 
the little group of Wise Men caught the 
meaning of the star, and were guided 
to the King whose birth the star her- 
alded? Even the learned doctors in the 
Temple at Jerusalem apparently were 
unaware that the star had gleamed forth. 
And when Herod and the chief priests 
at Jerusalerg had been told by the Wise 
Men that they had seen the star and 
had come to worship the King, they 
seem to have made no effort to look 
for the star or to follow its guidance. 
Instead, Herod depended upon the trav- 
elers from afar to bring him word of 
the young child’s whereabouts. 

ve 

Should we be surprised to find that 
after nineteen hundred years there are 
still many who are seemingly unaware 
that the King, who is called, “Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty Cod, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace,” 
has come? The star still shines wher- 
ever the messengers of the cross have 
gone, and wherever the saving Gospel 
of Christ is preached. But only those 
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A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
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Features 


Twelve Palestine pictures from the 
remarkable collection of Frances 
Jenkins Olcott, whose photographs 
and writings are well known to Sun- 
day School Times readers. ; 
Scripture memory verse for each 
day in the year. 
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for each Sunday in the year. 


PRICES 

(Postpaid) 
Bee» 666 © .2 Mscveccw $ 9.00 
Besse ces 1.10 100. 17.50 
Mie cevtaus .25 Mme « ¢ 66 6 31.50 
els a-sie Sw 4% WO....-. 45.00 


It makes an ideal moderate priced gift, 
and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 
tunity to earn extra income by the sale of 
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who will’ look. up and will follow its 
guiding light to the One it proclaims, 
and will bow before Him, ever find that 
brotherhood of which our topic speaks 

He came to draw back into the fam- 
ily of God as many as would receive 
Him, from which family they had be- 
come alienated and “far off” because of 
sin (Eph. 2:12 and 13). However, like 
the chief priests and Herod, there were 
many in the very nation into which He 
was born after the flesh, who “received 
him not” (John 1:11). Likewise among 
the Gentiles, there were “not many wise 
men... not many mighty, not many 
noble” (1 Cor. 1:26) who received Him 
into their hearts. Only a comparatively 
small number of those who heard Him 
believed on Him and followed Him. 

Just so, today, the brotherhood of the 
star is a limited brotherhood. This is 
not because of any limitation that God 
has put upon it, for He is “not willing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3: 
9). The limitation is one of man’s own 
choosing. 

Many want a great leader. Many pro- 
claim their desire for an ideal, and for 
a great teacher, but few feel the need 
of a Saviour and Lord. Many say to- 
day that they want peace, but they balk 
at peace with God that has been bought 
by the shed blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (Eph. 2:13 and 14). They want 
a brotherhood of tolerance, of outward 
and superficial standards and ideals, but 
they turn away from the simple condi- 
tions that God puts upon true brother- 
hood,— the receiving of His Son, and 
faith in His blood shed upon the cross 
for the sins of the world. 


The brotherhood of the star is also the 
brotherhood of the cross, and is a blood- 
bought brotherhood. The Christ of 
Bethlehem is also the Christ of Cal- 
vary, for He came to die for the sin 
of the world. Men cannot love their 
neighbors as themselves, and cannot 
treat others as their brothers until 
the redemptive power of the Lord Jesus 
comes into their hearts, and counteracts 
the hatred and unbrotherliness and sus- 
picion that men naturally feel toward 
one another. 

To live together as brothers, men have 
to have a new nature. Anything short 
of this is just as hopeless as the experi- 
ment which one man is said to have con- 
ducted, in which he tried to teach a lion 
ahd a lamb to live together. When asked 
how the experiment was progressing, he 
said, “Oh, things are going very well. 
The only difficulty is that every once 
in a while, I have to supply a new 
lamb.” If, however, the experimenter 
had been able to perform some miracle 
whereby the lion could have. been given 
a lamb nature, then the lion and the 
lamb could have lived together in peace 
and harmony. 

The Lord Jesus came to do something 
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about man’s nature and to change it by 
His own miracle-working power, so that 
men can live together in brotherhood 
and in peace and in harmony. But He 
does not force a change upon any. He 
waits for men to desire the new nature 
and to accept Him into their hearts. He 
waits for us, who know Him and who 
have received Him, to demonstrate that 
new nature so that others may want it, 
and be willing to receive it. He waits 
for us to go and tell those who sit in 
darkness about the marvelous light that 
He can shed in their hearts if they will 
open them to Him. 

Are you using this Christmas season 
as an opportunity to spread the brother- 
hood of the star by making the Lord 
Jesus known? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Christmas Eve on the Prairie 
(Continued from page 909) 


to stop beating. But Mary resolutely 
stepped out of the warm bed onto the 
cold board floor and went to her parents. 
They were still awake. She climbed 
up on the bed. Father took both her 
little feet in his big, warm hands. 

“What is it now, little daughter?” he 
asked. 

“Oh, Father,” said Mary, “we are so 
scared a blizzard might come on Christ- 
mas Eve!” 

“ A blizzard? Oh, no,” assured Father. 
“For see!” He drew aside the curtain. 
“See how big and bright and clear the 
stars are? They tell you, ‘Don’t be 
afraid, we are bringing nice weather as 
a Christmas gift to you.’” 

Mary swallowed hard, as she sat and 
watched the stars. Yes, they winked and 
blinked at her. She gave a happy little 
laugh. “Thank you, dear stars.” 

“Thank God, too,” Mother said. “He 
made the stars, and gives us all this 
happiness.” 

Mary went back and snuggled close 
to Doris, and both were soon fast asleep. 
But Mother closed her eyes in a thank- 
ful prayer. 

The next day was bright but cold. Oh, 
what a day it was! The children had 
all their clothes laid out on the bed 
after dinner.. There were two soapstones 
heating in the oven. Father filled the 
bottom of the sled with hay. Doris and 
Mary could hardly eat their supper of 
oatmeal and warm skim milk. 

Then the horses, Baby and Charley, 
were brought out and hitched up. Mother 
and the little girls were dressed warmly. 

Father lifted them all into the sled, 
and they put their feet on the warm 
soapstones. He pulled down his visor 
cap and drew on his big gloves. Mother 
wrapped the buffalo robe around them, 
and they went singing across the cold, 
snowy fields. The horses plunged 
through the deep snow, and soon the 
lights of the town appeared. 

’ The church was light and warm. Ex- 
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A college ie ag 
finds truth in her Bible 


With a heavy schedule—days crowded 
with college activities—she does not 


neglect ’s Word. She writes . . . 
“If 1 had to give up all my college work 
for this correspondence course, I would 


gladly do.so. Scripture memorizing has 
already been a blessing to me”’ 


You, too, may gain knowledge of life’s 
t foundation truths—which only the 
Bible can teach—through a Meody 
ae study course. For information on — 
the 17 courses, write Dept. §-617 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


ABT ody Bible Institute 











America’s No. 1 Blind Man 
Walter D. Kallenbach, Ph.D., Th.D. 
Famous Blind Evangelist 


‘ ERESENTING the fourth book in the “That 
May” Series— Evangelistic Sermons which 


ata expositions of Scripture. 
“THAT MEN MAY 
SEE”—Features: Sermons 


pad $1.00 


“‘THAT MEN MAY’’ SERIES — complete 
An Ideal Christmas Gift 
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Songs of Personal Work 
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y cama, SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOSPEL 
. “What is the Gospel?”—also 
pews one “Kallenbach’s Lie Story 
Cloth bound, postpaid . - $1.50 
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of Dr. 
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2642 University Avenue St.Paul 4, Minn. 
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off ; cited children sat in rows looking with 

° /@ starry eyes at the piles of clothes and 

the Jesson 1945 presents. There were dresses, coats, 
AA 


caps, gloves, mittens, shoes, bolts of flan- 
nel, and baby clothes. 


And there was a tree. Not the usual 
fir tree. They had not beer ble to get 
that. But a young boy had brought from 
son, Full Exposition. Other features. somewhere a thickly branched small 
Flexible Binding. 40c Postpaid cottonwood tree. Some of the young 
FP. H. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Avenue [New York 10,N.Y. women had wound each twig with thin 


* & 
Annuities “oun 
Your Money Now Will Supply Tracts to Service Men! 


For 119 years this Society has followed its two-fold object to diffuse a knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ by publishing arf distributing literature among 
all nations and now among service men. 

Your purchase of Annuity Bonds enables you to co-operate and also pays you 
up to 7 per cent annually according to age. 

Issued in strict accordance with New York State Banking Laws, these bonds 
are a safe and profitable investment for stewards of the Lord’s money, plan- 
ning to set aside a portion for His use, but needing the income for themselves 
or dependents. 


R. A. TORREY 


ri Insist on the ORIGINAL. 
Forty-five Years’ Supremacy. 
Never equalled. Condensed 
Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
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al; AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


» ESTABLISHED 1825 


21 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 
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win. R Newell 


No Christian should be without them. The best gift you can distribute 
to your friends, to Missionaries and Bible Students—all will be grateful 
for the blessing that comes through reading Mr. Newell’s exposition, 


ROMANS .- Verse by Verse 


Many say that, outside of the Bible, no book has helped them under- 
stand the Gospel of the Grace of God like Mr. Newell’s “ROMANS”. 
A verse by verse exposition appealing equally to all 
Believers. 576 pages, 16 chapters. Postpaid, $1.50. 


REVELATION suisse! w., 

SHORTLY COME TO PASS” 
A helpful, interesting and sane exposition of the last book of ¢ ‘ 
Ministers, Bible teachers, and every earnest Christies. will ray — ye 


understanding of the message of Revelation. The prophecies treated are 
rapidly approaching fulfillment. 404 pages, 22 chapters. Postpaid $1.50. 


Order from your dealer, or from 





















A SMALL ORGAN FOR OUR MEETINGS 


UR missionaries in South America have opened a new Prayer Hall, 
and need a small organ to help in the singing. Can you— will you 
help us to get one for them as a Christmas gift? They need also 

Russian Bibles and tracts. We also want to make Christmas brighter in 
the homes of our missionaries working among Russians in other lands, 
but especially we want to cheer up the saints-in-need, as the widow of 
one of our workers left alone with six children; and others. Be generous 
with your love, and your own heart will be full of joy. Send your cheerful 
gifts for the above needs to the 


RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, INC. 


REV. F. J. MILES, International Secretary 
1844 W. Monroe Street, Roem 9, Chicago 12, Ill. 


In Canada: 106 Winnett Avenue, Room T, Toronto 10, Ont. 














Write for a copy of “The Friend of Russians” j 
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green paper. Then, with strings wf 
cranberries and popcorn, beautified it, 
and filled bare places with small play- 
things. And there it stood, the small 
candles lighted,—a beautiful vision for 
those little prairie children in whose 
drab lives this seemed like Heaven. 

Little girls were stunned into silence 
when lovely dolls, some with extra 
clothes, were laid in their arms. Boys 
quivered at the sight of balls, toy pistols, 
horses, barns of. animals, and tool boxes. 

If.the boys and girls from those Sun- 
day schools, who had brought their gifts, 
could only have seen the happiness of 
these pioneer children, they would have 
felt amply rewarded. The older folks 
lifted thankful eyes to the starry world, 
to the Father above all. They sent a 
silent message of thanks to that far-off 
city where, amid so much earthly glitter, 
kind hearts had found time and willing- 
ness to provide for them here this never- 
to-be-forgotten Christmas Eve. ~ 

BILLinGs, Mont. 

we 


With the New Books 


The Story of the Christmas Tree. By 
Hertha Pauli. (Houghton-Mifflin Co., 
Boston 8, Mass., $2.) It was less than a 
hundred years ago that the Christmas 
tree custom traveled from continental 
Europe to our country. And its intro- 
duction here was neither easy nor pleas- 
ant, as one learns from this visit to an 
old church in Cleveland, Ohio. From 
there the story thread runs backward 
to Sweden and Jenny Lind. Then to 
England and central Europe, where 
Goethe adds a fascinating strand. At 
last the far other end is found in the 
legend of Ignatius, a Roman monk. 

A long way it is from the misunder- 
stood church in Ohio, where Pastor 
Schwan had set up his innocent little 
evergreen. But the displeasure of the 
congregation died a natural death, and 
Miss Pauli makes one glad that not only 
this but all other churches soon came 
to welcome the Christmas symbol of 
sacrificial giving. 


Faith for the Family or When God 
Saved the Brewer’s Boy. By Louis Tal- 
bot, as told to Mildred M. Cook. (The 
King’s Business, 558 S. Hope St.,. Los 
Angeles 13, Calif., $1.) The words, “And 
thy house,” in Acts 16:31, fling to many 
a heart the life-line of hope for un- 
saved loved ones. And Miss Cook’s 
well-written account of Dr. Talbot’s life 
will’ tie that hope to a real anchor of 
faith. For the young rascal she writes 
about, who carves his initials on the fine 
old church pew and drops a cockroach 
down the neck of the praying deacon, 
is hardly a natural candidate for saint- 
hood or the Christian ministry, — except 
as God steps in. But God does inter- 
vene and make of the mischievous Aus- 





tralian lad one of the great present-day 
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The Sunday School Times: $2.25 per year; 
$1.75, five or more copies to same or sep- 
arate addresses. Canada: add 25 cents; 
foreign: add 50 cents. 

Christian Youth: 80 cents per year; 50 
cents, five or more copies in a package 
to one address, 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 





Bible teachers and preachers. And the 
manner in which the miracle is per- 
formed offers a tale of more than ordi- 
nary interest. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 18 to 24 


Mon.—Luke 2:8-12. The Saviour Born. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIONsS: “Unto you 13 
born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” The 
human mind can only wonder and won- 
der at the mystery of God manifest in 
the person of Jesus Christ. The fact 
of God, in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
in order. to save us from sin, is the most 
glorious fact that can be entertained by 
the mind of man. That perfect Wisdom, 
Love, and Power should stoop to visit 
stupid, sin-ruined mortals, and submit 
to shame, scoffing, rejection, and cruci- 
fixion at their hands in order to reveal 
sin’s sinfulness, and God’s~ love, must 
ever be the wonder of angels and men. 
Pray that you may more fully know 
the love of Christ that passeth knowl- 
edge. 
Tues.—Hebrews 1:1-4, 

God Revealed in Christ. 

PrRayER SuacestTions: “God ... hath 
. . . spoken unto us by his Son, whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things, by 
whom also he made the worlds.” The 
light of conscience is a candle of the 
Lord. The light of the Law is brighter; 
it makes sin to appear exceeding sinful. 
But Christ in His Gospel is as the sun 
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shining in his strength. That light 
makes a man to cry out, “Woe is me,” 
and, “Depart from me; for I am a sin- 
ful man, O Lord” (Isa. 6:5; Luke 5:8). 
God in the person of His Son has all 
His revelations outdone. Pray for more 
conviction of sin upon both saints and 
sinners. 


Wed.—1 John 1:1-4. Joy in Knowing Christ. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “These things 
write we unto you, that your joy may 
be full.” The apostles actually heard, 
saw, and handled the Word of life, 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. John wrote this 
Epistle under God’s direction, that we 
might have the supreme joy of knowing 
the Son of God. A Being infinite in 
holiness, perfect in wisdom, love, and 
power is the only One who can be 
trusted completely, obeyed joyfully, and 
enjoyed eternally. Life’s supreme joy 
is found only in knowing the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Pray for greater knowledge of 
Christ through the Word. 


Thurs.—Psalm 71:17-24. Joy in God’s Strength. 

PRAYER SucGcestTions: “O God, forsake 
me not; until I have shewed thy 
strength unto this generation, and thy 
power to every one that is to come.” The 
heart prayer of an ancient servant of 
God in this Psalm gives us some of the 
blessings for which that Psalmist prayed. 
Getting God’s ear to hear, and His arm 
to work for us is joy indeed. Lay hold 
upon Christ. Pray for the power of 
Christ to rest upon your words and 
work, 


Fri.—Psalm 132:1-10. Joy in God’s House, 

PRAYER Svuccestions: “An habitation 
for the mighty God of Jacob.” David 
had definite seasons at God’s footstool. 
God loves to be present by His Spirit 
and with His blessing wherever His peo- 
ple meet. Have a special time for meet- 
ing the Lord. Adam did so in Eden; 
Isaac went into the fields to meditate 
at evening; Christ resorted often to the 
Garden of Gethsemane; and the apostles 
often met in an upper room. Pray for 
more love for and joy in the worship 
of Christ. 
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Looking Forward — January to March 


Studies in St. Matthew 


in the Uniform Lessons 


Use pocket Gospels generously to in- 
crease attendance. Give them to 
possible new members! 


S-G-M-GOSPELS 


are “emphasized” and illustrated with two 
hymns, map of Palestine, and decision form. 


Only $3.00 per 100 postpaid 
A 3c stamp for a sample 


AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 
325 North 13th Street Phila. 7, Pa. 


Place your order at once! 
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and Others too! SERVICE 


Five NEW TRACTS . Appealing messages of 

amazing power. Beautifull printed in national 

colors. True soul-winners. Popular in Camps ahd 

overseas. Samples FREE. 

Order NOW—have on hand when needed. Only 

8 cents a doz.; 50 cents a 100. Write today. 

FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 

Dept. T2 Muskegon Heights, Mich. 
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WORLD REVIVAL? socaicecr 


Our 1944 FREE 16-page illustrated Bulletin 


WORLD-WIDE WORK 


of the Biblical Research Society 
gives the Scriptural basis for our faith in this revival 


SEND FOR YOUR FREE COPY TODAY — Don’t delay 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4417 Berenice Ave. Dept. S-124 Los Angeles 31, Calif. 


FLANOBLOT FIGURES 


Adhere to your Flannel Board without flannel 
backing. New . . . unique. Beautifully printed in 
full colors to stress Gospel Message of Uniform 
Lessons. Two scenes for each lesson . . . nearly 
a 100 cut-outs: scenes, groups, and figures. 

Send for free circular today, or returnable 
sample set, 13 lessons, 26 scenes, only $2. 


GOSPEL FOLIO PRESS, Dept. T, Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 



















A Gift of Spiritual Strength 


For Every Day of the Year 


Welcomed by men in the Service... needed 
and appreciated by the folks at home for the 
help, guidance, courage and comfort it provides. 


GEMS OF GOLD 


By R. E. Neighbour 


tation | eather bina bin mith tistic ——,2 stam: 
ea ar 
Imigacion leather binding 78 pages. Price, postpaid, ONLY $1.00. 


Orders filled promptly—write TODAY. Catalogue Free 


UNION GosPEL PRESS 















Cleveland, Ohio | 
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Lend a Hand to 
Heartbroken Refugees 


If you read the pitiful pleadings 
from the refugees here and abroad, 
you cannot rest until you have shared 
something with them. 


“We have distributed funds previ- 
ously entrusted to us for them, in 
our own country, Central and South 
America, Sweden, Switzerland, Eng- 
land, and Palestine, but now urgent 
appeals come for more. Will you 
prayerfully send us some amount, to 
give in His name, who said, “Inas- 
much as ye did it unto one of these 
my brethren, even these least, ye did 
it unto me”? (Matt. 25:40.) 


Don't turn this appeal away — Act 
today! This is a faith work founded 
in 1908 by the sainted Dr. Thomas M. 
Chalmers. 








New YORK JEWISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 


Rev. Frederick A. Aston, A.M., Director 
16 Second Avenue, New York 3, N.Y, 








The World’s Greatest Library 


GRAPHICALLY ILLUSTRATED 
By David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D. 

“This graphically illustrated book is not only a masterpiece of 
the printer's art, but of Bible study also.” “Its comprehensiveness 
and suggestive materials have amazed me.” Replete with large and 
valuable charts of Bible history and interpretations. Size 12 x 18 
inches. 124 pages. Paper, $3.00; cloth, $4.00. Order today. 

BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY, INC. 
4417 Berenice Avenue Dept. T Los Angeles 31, Calif. 


. Through the Bible Study 


Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
eastern Beren.ceree 
For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
: zomg f eople’s and Missionary Socie- 
a 


ties, cation Bible Schools, Prayer 
; Meetings, and Home Study. 


Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2019 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 
“R Networks” and Inde- 

nt Stations. Consult radio 


of local newspapers for sta- 
tions and times. 













CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles 53, Calif. 














. J.OLIVER BUSWELL,JR., PRESIDENT 


Jai eNATIONAL 


if) "Bi BLE INS TITUTE 


Monthly Publication, “The Bible Today” 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chartered by 
New York State Regents to grant degrees in Theology and Christian 
as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical 


1 Soi tervcumen, 
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Sat.—Matthew 2:1-10. The Wise Men Rejoice. 

Prayer Succestions: “They rejoiced 
with exceeding great joy.” High social 
privileges did not satisfy the Wise Men 
who were seeking Christ. An earthly 
king was a poor substitute for the King 
of kings. Man’s heart is restless until 
it finds Christ. Finding Him we rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
Pray that you may joy in God more 
than ever before, 


December 9, 1944 


Sun.—1 Peter 1:3-9. Joy Unspeakable. 

' Prayer SuccEsTIons: “Joy unspeakable 
and full of glory.” Rebecca loved Jacob 
whom she had never seen, and rejoiced 
to be his bride. Our eyes have never 


_ seen the radiant form of Christ. The 


veil of flesh hides His face. But by faith 
we know Him, believe Him, and trust 
Him. Pray for a heart overflowing with 
the joy that springs from the love of 
Christ. 














Suggestions for Your Christmas Giving 











Miscellaneous 


A$ THE season of the year approaches 
when we rejoice to make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Sunpay Scnoot Times readers 
may find suggestive the following chan- 
nels for Christmas giving. The list here 
given suggests but a few of the many 
Christian organizations worthy of the 
gifts and prayers of God’s people. Any 
complete list would, of course, be too 
large for publication here. Bible schools, 
institutes, and colleges, of which there 
are a great many that stand true and 
are wholly worthy of our gifts and 
prayers, are not included; and denomi- 
national organizations, many of which 
are worthy of support, are not men- 
tioned, but only those of an interdenomi- 
national character. 


American Bible Society, Bible House, Park 
Ave. and Fifty-seventh St., New York City 16. 

American Inland Mountain Mission, Box 87, 
Corbin, Ky. 

American Scripture Gift Mission, Ine., Wil- 
liam H. Richie, Executive Secretary, Heid 
Building, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 7. 

American Sunday-Schoo) Union, 1816 Chest- 
nut St., Philadelphia 3. Organizes and main- 
tains Sunday schools among the otherwise un- 
reached boys and girls throughout rural 
America. Established in 1817. 

American Tract Society, 21 W. 46th St., New 
York City 19. 

Bible Club Movement, 1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia 2, 

Bible House of Los Angeles, 927 S. West- 
moreland Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Bible Meditation League, 810 Buckeye Bidg., 
Columbus 15, Ohio. 

Bibiical Research Society, 4417 Berenice Ave., 
Los Angeles 31. 

Braille Circulating Library (for the Blind), 
Y. M. C. A. Bidg., Richmond, Va. 

Business Men’s Council of the Pocket Tes- 
tament League, Inc., 710 Witherspoon Bldg., 
Philadelphia 7. 

Canadian Keswick Conference, 366 Bay &t., 
Toronto, Can. 

Canadian Sunday School Mission, 103 tad 
St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1311 S. Kedzie Ase. oe 
Chicago 23. 

Children’s Bible Mission, Inc., Box 1137, 
Lakeland, Fila. 

Christ for America. (Evangelistic cam- 
paigns.) Charles J. Grant, Treas., 810 Land 
Title Bidg., Philadelphia 10, 

Christian Association for the Blind, Ine., 430 
FE. 141st St., New York City 54, 





Christian Life Literature Fund, 506 Common- 
wealth Building, Twelfth and Chestnut Sts., 
Philadelphia. 

Christian Mission to Churchless Communi- 
ties, the Rev. Homer Stanley Morgan, Director 
and Evangelist, Room 805, 140 Nassau St., New 
York City 7. 


Cumberland Bible Institute and Children’s 
Home, Henry C. Geiger, Supt., Livingston, 
Tenn. 

D. L. Moody Book Fund, Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, Colportage Division, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, marked for the Mountain or other 
Missionary Book Fund. 


Dallas Theological Seminary, independent, 
and denominationally unrelated. Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, President; Charles F, Lincoln, Th.D., 
Treasurer, 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas, Tex. 


Day School Gospel League, 58 Millwood Rd., 
Toronto 12,.Can. 


Evangel Bible Institute and Scripture Mission 
(for Colored Race), P. O. Box 99, Largo, Fia. 

Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10. 


Faith Theological Seminary, Wilmington, 
Del. Fundamental and premillennial. Roland 
K. Armes, Treasurer, 151 Maplewood Ave., 
Philadelphia 44. 


Faivre Annotated New Testament, in French, 
Spanish, English, Chinese, German. A. Fon- 
tannaz, 506 Oakdale Ave., Chicago. 

Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Se- 
ciety, Inc., 728 Witherspoon Bldg., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

The Gideons, the Christian Commercial Trav- 
elers’ Association of America, 202 S. State St., 
Chicago 4, 

Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 
Salle St., Chicago. 

Hebrew Christian Alliance of America, 620 
Melrose Ave., W., Chicago 13. 

Hebrew Christian Mission, P. O. Box 486, 
Detroit, Mich. 

International Hebrew Christian Alliance, 
4919 N. Albany Ave., Chicago 25. 

International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Inc., 800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10. 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 20 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago 6. 

Keswick Colony of Mercy, Keswick Grove, 

; a 


League of Evangelical Students, 25 S. Forty- 
third St., Philadelphia. 

Million Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia 2, 

Miracle Boek Club, International Director, 
Mrs. E. M. McClusky, 1652 Noble Drive, N.E., 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Navajo Bible School and Mission, Howard 
A. Clark, Supt., Window Rock, Ariz. 
New England Fellowship, 9 Park St., Boston. 


New York Bible Society, 5 & Forty-eighth 
St., New York City 17. e 
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New York Gospel Mission to the Jews. Miss 
Ruth Angel, Director, P. O. Box 108, Sta. D., 
New York City. 

New York Jewish Evangelization Socicty, 
56 Second Ave., New York City. 

Northwest Mouptain —- Inc., Carlos D. 
Bradley, Supt., McCall, Idaho. 

Old Fashioned Revival Hour, Gospel Broad- 
easting Association, P. O. Box 123, Los An- 
geles, Calif. 

Pocket Testament League, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City 10. 

School Bag Gospel League, Room 729, 1775 
Broadway, New York City. 

Scripture Memory Mountain Mission, Hind- 
man, Ky. 

Sunday School Times Gift Subscription 
Fund. To send The Sunday School Times to 
those at home and abrohd who are unable to 
pay for it. The Sunday School Times, 325 
N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia 5. 

Truth for Students. To provide students with 
literature showing that up-to-date scholarship 
and science corroborate the Bible. A. D. Weir, 
General Secretary, Corvallis, Oreg. 

United Jail Workers’ Association, Chaplain 
Ira E. King, 224 Hall of Justice, Los Angeles, 
Calif. 


Victorious Life Testimony, 506 Common- 
wea:th Building, 12th and Chestnut Sts., Phila- 
de.phia 7. 

Western Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 
Aikins St., Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Women’s Christian Temperance Union, Evan- 


Foreign Missionary Societies 


The following interdenominational for- 
eign missionary organizations are be- 
lieved to be true to the old faith. De- 
nominational foreign missionary societies, 
many of which are worthy of support, 
are not mentioned here, but only those 
of a non-denominational or interdenomi- 
national character. 





Wartime Note 


It is generally understood that 
some of the foreign missions in- 
cluded in this list have had to sus- 
pend operations temporarily, and 
that funds cannot now be sent di- 
rectly to their forgign headquar- 
ters. But the names are kept in 
the list since many have home of- 
fices to which communications may 
be directed, and in the hope that 
doors may open so that the work 
may be continued in the various 
foreign fields. 











Africa Inland Mission, 373 Carlton Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥. . 

Algiers Mission Band, Dar Naama, E) Biar, 
Algiers, North Africa. 

All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union, 156 
Fifth Ave., New York City 10. 

American-European Fellowship, 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City 10. 

American Mission to Lepers, Inec., 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City 10. 

Association of Baptists for World Evangel- 
ism, Inc., 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, 

Belgian Gospel Mission, John C. Winston 
atid O. Vansteenberghe, Co-Directors; D. T. 
Richman, Treasurer, 325 N. 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 7. 


Bethel Mission, Shanghai, China. Gifts may 
be sent te D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 
W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 

Bible Seminary for Women, 500 Recreation 

Shanghai, China. 
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Bolivian Indian Mission, 115 Fulton St., New 
York City 7. 

Borneo Evangelical Mission, Box 2572 W, 
G.P.O., Melbourne, or care, Keswick Book De- 
pot, 315 Collins St., Melbourne, Victoria, Aus- 
tralia. 

Borneo Faith Mission, Treasurer, A. G. Tox- 
opeus, 1123 Chestnut St., Muskegon, Mich. 

Central American Mission, 3611 Congress 
Ave., Dallas 4, Tex, 

Ceylon and India General Mission, 128 S. 
Lombard Ave., Oak Park, Ill. 

China Inland Mission, 235 W. School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia 44. 

Chinese Foreign Missionary Union, Dr. R. A. 
Jaffray, Makassar Celebes, Dutch East Indies. 
Treas.; or Mr. C. L. Eicher, 4714 N. Spaulding 
Ave., Chicago. 

Christian and Missionary Alliance, 260 W. 
Forty-fourth St.. New York City 18. 

Cuba Evangelization Association, Jaruco, Ha- 
vana Province, Cuba. 

Door of Hope Mission, care iss Gladys 
Dieterle, Box 1391, Shanghai, a. 

Egypt General Mission, W. Cecil Collinson, 
Sec., 105, Highbury New Park, London, N. 5, 
Eng. American representative, Miss Evelyn W. 
Webb, 1400 Fairmount St., N.W., Washington, 
dB. C. 

European Evangelistic Fellowship, 2704 Main 
St., Buffalo 14, N. Y. 

Evangelical Union of South America, 135 Isa- 
bella St., Toronto 5, Can. 

Gospel Furthering Fellowship, George W. 
Rhoad, Director. Field Headquarters, Nairobi, 
Kenya Colony, Africa. Home office, Miss Eliz- 
abeth Oehrle, 301 W. Olney Ave., Philadelphia. 

Hebron Mission, Inc., Koon Shan, Kwong 
Tung, China. Home office, 1200 State St., 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

Immanuel Mission to Seamen, 1340 Lincoln 
St., Berkeley 3, Calif. 

Independent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions, Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, General 
Secretary, 151 Maplewood Ave., Philadelphia 
“4, 

India Christian Mission, 115 Fulton St., New 
York City. 

India Gospel League, 680 E. Howard S&St., 
Pasadena 6, Calif. 

India Mission, 412 W. Eighth St., Elyria, 
Ohio. 

Industrial Orphanage Homes, Chinkiang, 
Kiangsu, China, J. W. Bovyer, Supt. 

Japan Rescue Mission, 965 W. Twenty-sec- 
ond Ave., Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

Kashmir Fellowship, P. O. Gunderbal, Kash- 
mir, India, Miss Alice E. Wishart, Director. 
Gifts may be sent to American Representative, 
Miss Margaret Haines, 156 W. School Lane, 
Germantown, Philadelphia 44. 

Kurku and Central Indian Hill Mission. Elli- 
chpur, Berar, India. 

Latin America Mission, Inc., the Rev. and 
Mrs. Harry Strachan, Directors. Ridgefield 
Park, N. J. 

Latin American Prayer Fellowship. Send 
gifts to C. C. Lyon, P. O. Box 5237, Metro- 
politan Station, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Layyah Barakat Home for Orphan Girls, Inc., 
Abeih, Mt. Lebanon, Syria. Gifts should be 
sent to Mrs. Estelle K. Barcliff, Treasurer, 
4452 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, 

Liebenzeller Mission, H. Zimmerman, Mis- 
sion Home Eben-Ezer, Schooley’s Mountain, 
N. J. 

Lithuanian Missionary Association, Box 488, 
Chicago. 

Luanza Mission, founded by Dan Crawford. 
Gifts may be sent to D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Philadelphia 44, 

Mexican Indian Mission, C. Bryce Draffin, 

, Box 229, Columbia, S. C. 

Mid-Missions, 977 The Arcade, 401 Euclid 
Ave., Cleveland 14, Ohio, 

Missionary Prayer League, 473 Greene Ave., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Native Preacher Ce., Charles E. Gremmels, 
President, 1775 Broadway, New York City. 





* (27) 927 


New Testament Missionary Union, Alex R. 
Hay, General Director, 1636 Semple Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. ¢ 

North China Theological Seminary, Teng- 
hsien, Shantung, China. 

“One by One” Band. Personal work in the 
United Kingdom, India, France, and other 
countries, ‘“‘Sheep Drove,” Lambourn, Nr. 
Newbury, Berks, Eng. 

Orinoco River Mission, the Rev. Van V. Edd- 
ings, General Director. Send gifts to George 
W. Jackson, Sec., 558 S. Hope St., Los 
Angeles 13. 

Pioneer Mission Agency, 506 Commonwealth 
Building, Twelfth and Chestnut Sts., Philadel- 
phia 7. 

Pudukotah Village Mission, P. F. Summer- 
son, Pudukotah, via Trichinopoly, South India. 
Hon. Treasurer, F. L. Whitesell, P. O. Box 111, 
Kingston, Pa. 

Ramabai Mukti Mission, American Council, 
Box 415, Philadelphia. 

Revivals in Spanish America, represented by 
Miss S. E. Dunkelberger, 147 W. School Lane, 
Philadelphia 44. 

Russian Christian Mission, Inc., 512 S. St. 
Louis St., Los Angeles 33. 

Russian Christian Relief Society, 690 Eighth 
Ave., New York City 18. 

Russian Field Mission, the Rev. Alexander V. 
Dobrinin, 524 W. Coulter St., Philadelphia 44. 

Russian Gospel Association, Peter Deyneka, 
General Director, 64 W. Randolph St., Chi- 
cago 1. 

Russian Missionary Service (under direction 
ofthe Rev. IL V. Neprash), 6325 Burbridge 
St., Philadelphia. 

Russian Missionary Society, Inc., 1844 W. 
Monroe St., Chicago 12, 

Scandinavian Alliance Mission, 2839 McLean 
Ave., Chicago 47. 

Soldier’s and Gospel Mission of South Amer- 
ica, Wm. M. Strong, Director; American ad- 
dress, 378 N. Eleventh St., Prospect Park, 
Paterson, N. J. 

South Africa General Mission, 23 Flatbush 
Ave., Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 

South America Indian Mission, Inc., Box 147, 
West Palm Beach, Fila. 

South China Boat Mission, Home Council, 
3413 Medill Ave., Chicago. 

South Sea Evangelical Mission, care Miss 
Dunkelberger, 147 W. School Lane, Philadel- 
phia 44, 

Sudan Interior Mission, Inc., 164 W. 74th 
St., New York City 23. 

Sudan United Missiot, Room 227, 73 Adelaide 
St., W., Toronto, Ont., Can., and 473 Greene 
Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. ’ 

Telugu Village Mission, Charles H. Billing- 
ton, Field Superintendent. Send gifts to H. 
A. Barton, 473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Unevangelized Africa Mission, Garden Grove, 
Calif. 


Unevangelized Fields Mission, laboring in 
Belgian Congo, Brazil, Haiti, and British New 
Guinea, 1162 N. 63rd St., Philadelphia 31, 

United Aborigines Mission of Australia, the 
Rev. E. J. Telfer, Secretary, care, Bible Insti- 
tute, 558 S. Hope St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

West Indies Mission, the Rev. Elmer V. 
Thompson, Director, Box 131, Placetas, Cuba. 

Women’s Christian Medical College, Lud- 
hiana, Punjab, “ndia, Dr. Edith M. Brown, 
Founder and Principal. Send gifts to Ameri- 
can Auxiliary, Miss Lucy Powel, Secretary, 
6938 Cresheim Rd., Mt. Airy, Philadelphia. 

Women’s Union Missionary Society of Amer- 
ica, Mission Room, 316 Bible House, New York 
City 3. 

World Dominion Movement, 156 Fifth Ave., 
New York City 10, 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, Inc.. Wm. H. 
Nyman, Sec.-Treas., 1305 N. Louise St., Glen- 
dale 7, Calif. 

Zenana Bible and Medical Mission, 146 Cot- 


. tingham St., Toronto, Can. 
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Gust look at the calls pouring in from the rormy and Navy for 
copies of the famed’ 7 rom ft....° sorter of Shle Meditations 


30,000 I am an Airman; 139,900 I am Your Chaplain; 121,125 I am a Soldier; 18,500 I am a 
Nurse; 41,000,I am a Woman of the Military Service; 100,350 Lam a Casualty; 383,000 others in 
English, and 55,500 in German. These studies have already been used of God to lead actually 
thousands of service men and women and prisoners of war to salvation in Christ Jesus. 
Thousands of dollars are needed to meet this vast need. Will you help us and the men and 
women of the service.with your special Christmas contribution? 


“Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, | am 
the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.” 
John 8:12. 


“Ye are the light of the 
world. Let your light 
so shine before men, 
that they may see your 
good works, and glori- 
fy your Father which 
is in heaven.’ Matt. 
214, 16 








The entire “Iam a----” series of studies have 
been compiled in a beautiful book, shown be- 
low. Table of contents: Born of a Thorn; I 
am Your Chaplain; Iam an Officer; I am an 
Airman; I am a Nurse; Iam a Sailor; I am a 
Soldier; I am a Woman of the Military Service; 
I am a Casualty; Iam a Tarrier by the Stuff; 
Iam an Alien Government Official; I am a 
Foreign Businesswoman; I am an Alien Pris- 
oner; and, I was an Atheist Soldier. 


A copy of this heart-stirring book will be sent 
as a token of appreciation to every contributor 
of at least two dollars to this special Christmas 
opportunity, and individual copies will be sent 
free of charge to members cof the armed forces 
of the immediate family of each such contrib- 
utor. (The military addresses, either in the USA or 
overseas, should be sent with the gift.) 


a ae a om ae a oe meee ae ae 


(This coupon should be mailed with gift) 


THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE, INC. 


| 

| (NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS) 

| 810-11 Buckeye Building Columbus 15, Ohio 
| 


I am enclosing herewith §$... » My special Christmas 

| gift for the supplying of Bibles, Testaments, Gospels, Bible 

study courses, and copies of the specialized “I am a Fe 
l series to the members of the armed forces. 
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